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noliand «!so Gives Extra Money 

Holland wiil also give an extra contribution of 1 million dollars to UNEF, 
that is to be usec ¢cor technical assistance ¢or already identified 
env.-onmental problems in the third world. The FRG is making technicians, 
eguipment etc. available ¢or this purpose. 
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QUEENSLAND CONSERVATIONISTS GIRD TO BA 
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THE TE lL i is} 
tHE COURIER-MAIL in English 


Last year mav well prove to have been little 
more than teething time for the voung, tough, 
dedicated and increasingly skilled profession- 
als who speak for Queensiand’s major envi- 
ronmental action groups. 

This year. the likes of the Queensland Con- 
servation Council's Ms Liz Bourne and the 
Wiidlite Preservation Society's Mr Don Hen- 
rv are deterrained io sink even sharper teeth 
into every government policy and action 
wmich does not square with what they consid- 
er to de sound environmental philosophy and 
action. 

Ard, with equally voung and tough allies 
like the Rainforest Protection Society's Ms 
Ara Keto, the Australian Conservation Foun- 
dation’s Mr David Allwortn and the Littora! 
Society's Mr Edd:e Hegevi. they are not going 
io et gO until they win their war, which they 
admit witl be iong and bitier. 

This war is against what they would de- 
scribe. at Dest. 2s ecological insensitivity or, at 
worst, environnmental stupidity, which is as 
Cangerous tO nan s present and future physi- 
Cai, Mteilectuas ane emotional weil-being as it 
is UNKNOWINR of uncaring about the iand and 
life Sorms without which (hat well-being can- 
not de tuily achieved 

The conservationists have set their sights on 
government — feceral. state and local — be- 
cuuse they delieve it is government which 
Manes OF aliows the ground rues and c:rcum- 
stances woicn determine whether cupidity, 


da 


AUSTRALIA 


TTLE GOVERNMENT 


a eh Dy s-~ ; ] : nc 
~= tne Premier, Mr Bjelke-Petersen and his Ministers thought the 
= a wm 0... | 1 ; ; 
Ss chem curry in tne last 12 months, it is nothing 
overnment can expect in the next 12 months. 


Siupidity OF COMMON sense will eventually win 
the battle for the environment. 


They feel that, although immense efforts 
still have to be made to win more hearts and 
minds, the general public is pretty much 
aware of and largely sympatheuc towards ine 
environmental thesis. 

Now the politicians must be made or per- 
suaded to fail in line with pudlic opimion, even 
‘f for no better reason. it will be che smart po- 
litical thing to do. 

Meantime, Queensiand conservation 
groups and their leaders have scored some 1m- 
pressive recent victories. 


Their nominations include: 

@ An increase in favorable public awareness 
of broad conservation issues and support for 
tocal actions to preserve the natural environ- 
meni. 

e The federal-state deciaration of the 
Cairns section of the Great Barner Reef 25 2 
marine park over Mr Byeike- Petersen's ooyec- 
tions, and the Premier's recent about-face 
statement that he favored deciaration of the 
rest of the Reef by the end of 1983. 

e What amouniec, in a Brisbane Mining 
Warden's Court hearing. to a compietely new. 
and very public. examination of the wiscom of 
Droposais 10 sand-mine Moreton Isiand. as 4 
resuit of which the conservationists are con- 
vineed that. if the Siate Government does rot 
block mining, the Federal Government iii. 
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GOVERNMENT PLAN WOULD IMPOSE FINANCIAL PENALTIES ON POLLUTERS 


— 


Canberra THE AUSTRALIAN in English 22 Dec 82 p 26 
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THE po.luter-pavs’ pmn- 

Cipi@. uSing taxation ar‘ other 

‘nmancia. penaliues against ° ; 
those wno damage tne envi- Incentives 


ronment. is recommended dy a Among the financial meas- 
conservation strategy re.eased ures it sav$ wOu!G achieve this 
vesterday Dy tne Fecera! Gov- goa. are the imposition of 
oe . taxes tO discourage activities 
The Minister for Home Af- which do not promote sus- 
‘airs and Environmen:. Mr tainabie resources man- 
McVeigh. announced that th agement. 
Draft National Conservat:on “For example, the polluter 
Strategy for Australa had can be charged a tax relating 
been compued and was to be to ‘he output of a poliutant 
presented at a conference to and to the cost of cleaning 
be neid in Canberra curn up.” the draft strategy says 
February 1983. But it also recognises that 
The drat: strategy is desig- financial incentives can 
ned tO 0€ :5e Dasis Of a plan be provided to encourage con- 
t.0N for sustainadle develop- ‘The farmer who conserves 
ment to de finaused a: the sou can de given either suo- 
conference and encorsed dy sidised credit or a tax con- 


merce ang commun.) groups ‘Plant i.nvestmen:  allow- 


Dy mid-.963 nces or rapid deprec:ation 
The draiz .fc.wces  Dack- provisions can also encourage 
ground papers on co-ordinated environmentally benign pro- 
egsiative measeres wich ducts and processes.” 
AuStra..an ‘tecera.. State and The draft also savs :nterna- 
Oca. governments shou.d ake ‘ional conventions and agree- 
oensure ne use of uving re- ments on conservation :0 
scurces on whicn development which Ausirala is a signatory 
Dasea can oe susta.ned in should be supported Dy ade- 
perpetuty whe enaoung Quate resources and admun- 
seveiopment :0 saiisiv the trative arrangements to give 
reasonadie needs and aspira- nem effec: 
7.OMS 0% 50C:e°: 
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7SW PLANS SEEK TO AVOID ERRORS OF GOLD COAST DEVELOPMENT 
Sydney THE SYDNEY MORNING HERALD in English 22 Dec 82 p 2 
[Article by Joseph Glascott] 


Text} Planning guidelines to prevent a string of Gold Coast-style concrete 
jungles along the NSW coast were issued yesterday by the Minister for Planning 
and Environment, Mr Bedford. 


The guidelines have their genesis in the report of the two-man commission 
»9t inquiry the State Government appointed this year to hear arguments for 
and against high-rise projects the locai council unexpectedly approved at 
Tweed Heads, just across the border from the Queensland coast. 


Now the Minister has asked NSW coastal councils to adopt the guidelines to 
restrict random development of high-rise units along the coast. 
‘There is no doubt that a demand exists for high-rise developments in resort 
ireas like the NSW North Coast," Mr Bedford said. ‘However, environmental 
ctors such as overshadowing, the overlooking of views and visual quality 
vist be considered if we are to avoid what has happened in Queensland." 


in their report the commissioners said the Tweed Gardens twin-tower home 
init project now unger construction and the Seascape home unit project at 


a 


(weed Heads were too high. 


went on to propose a method for councils to follow in ermining 
the sites and heights or buildings in sensitive areas. 


is method as illustrated in the accompanying diagram (such as Razorback 
Mountain) to the coastline and suggests that buildings be kept below that 
ys details peculiar to the Tweed Heads area, but the 


YW 
lac 7 . lay 
Xles apply generally. 


Mr Bedtord said the guideline system would discourage development of any 


. 4 . 2 
i istai Nea incs. 
ie policv nas been suggested as a voluntary code tor coun lis, Duff Li 
mo 3) li owe nano higherice develonmente he had the nower to 
i il iIncliS al.oWeGa uncue Algnhnerise deveiopments, ne Nag Tne Powe u< 
Ntervene under the Planning Act, he warned. 
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SOUTHPORT.— The Gold Coast City Council has ordered a halt to 


ACTIVE SAND PUTS STOP TO GOLD COAST DEVELOPMENT 


TEE COURIER-MAIL in English 20 Dec 82 p 1 


Southport development because of a radioactive sand scare. 


The halt was ordered two 
weeks ago after State Heaith 
Department investigations 
found radioactive sand levels 
above the acceptable limit. 

According to a senior 
council officer, the Gold 
Coast City Council is await- 
ing word from the Health 
Department what line of ac- 
tion to take 

The council resolved on 
December !0: “That no fur- 
ther development or filling of 
land be undertaken until a 
satisfactory clearance from 
the State Health Depart- 
ment has been provided to 
the council and the appii- 
cants and owners of the iand 
be advised accordingly ~ 

it is believed the land, 
which will be used for a 
housing development, was 
once a dumping point for a 
minerai sand mining compa- 
ny The sand tailings are now 
under tonnes of earth fill and 


LOpSsot) 


The land being tested is 
about .5 ha and fronts on to 


Ferry Road near Deauviile 
Avenue. It is diagonally op- 
posite The Southport School. 

The council heaith com- 
mitiee chairman, Ald. John 
Laws. said yesterday the 
Heaith Department was con- 
tinuing its tests and the 
counci! would make a fur- 
ther development decision 
when test results were 
received. 

“But while we are waiting 
we cant ailow any more de- 
velopment,” Ald. Laws said 
“The sand was put there 
many years ago and i has 
nothing to do with develop- 
ers. 
“I can recall seeing large. 
black mounds of sand being 
dumped there when | was 
younger. 
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' 4 


brought 
second stop in its first Austrailan 
visit by the cbhemics’ 


burn 3200 tonnes of liquid waste 
trom ICI Austrailia Ltd. 


in english 21 Dec 82 p § 
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Goodrich had paid “well into 
the hundreds of thousands of doi- 
lars” for the shio’s visit. 
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Queensland 


THE South East Queensland Elec- 
tricity Board has contracted to 
have its lethal chemical waste, po- 
lychiorinated biphenyls (PCB), 
disposed of by the incineration ship 
Vulcanus. 


it is planned to transfer the chemi- 
cal to the ship which is due in Brisbane 
carly next month. 

The Vulcanus, labelled by some 
conservationists the “Ship of Shame”, 
collects dangerous chemicals through- 
Out the world and incinerates them at 
sea at extremeiy high temperatures. It 
then dumps the remains in the Gulf of 
Mexico 

The SEQEB genera! manager, Mr 
Bob Waidie, said the chemical, previ- 
ously used in some electrical distribu- 


victorian Waste 
+ 4 5 . my . = t * ~ 
DRG ~ ; 
Philip Chubb} 


The Environment Protect:on 
Authomty has co-ordinated the 
transfer of potentially danger: 
tora tO an mcinerator ship off 
ous ndustma! wastes from Vic- 
Brisbane. 

The wastes are polychiorinated 
’ ine fluids used inside 
traastormers and electrical equip 
ment 

The Minister for Conservation. 
Mr “aixer, said yesterday that 
53 tuimes of the chemicals were 
sorec in drums around the Strate 
aod 23 tonnes were trucked to 
Brsnene on Tuesday 

W..son Electre Transformers 
had ib tonnes of she waste and 
Union Camice, seven tonnes 

Vir Waker said the wastes 
were a 2Of@nua. environmenza. 
rhrea’ “Tey ofave deen stored 
" drims and there is aiways the 
Ganger -: the dmams leaking or 
eiodirg na Are Lf the wastes 
escape nev wowd De in the en- 
vipanmen. for a very .ong ime,” 
fe ; oe 

Mr Wa.wer said 
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tion equipment, hac been storec in 2 
Maximum safety and security ware- 
house at Darra where it was checked 
regularly. 

The storage was done with the co- 
operation of environmental authorities 
and the unions pending the safest and 
most effective method of disposal. 

“The Vulcanus has disposed of 
PCBs held by companies in the Lnited 
States on two previous occasions under 
the supervision of the Environmental 
Protection Agency. 

“With union support and under- 
standing, the contract will represent a 
major step towards disposing PCBs in- 
hented when SEQESB took over the re- 
sponsibilities for electricity Cistribu- 

tion in the Brisbane metropolitan 
area,” Mr Waidie said. 


iInc:nerauon. 
nad Deen moved 
semitrailer 
safety vehic.es 


tnrougn 
He said csnev 


a 
oie 


terday amd wou.d de immediate y 
joaded on to ine gfep. 

The Department of Home Af. 
fairs and Environment “as issued 
a cermit for the ship to dispose oF 
the wastes. It will 29 orfsnore ¢ 
bum up to 200 tonnes, from Vic- 
toria. Tasmania ana Queens.anc 

Mr Waker saic *ne ACTU anc 
had i2Z°<-ec 
move. The chemicals had 


to the 


abeen oaded under the supervisicn 
-of 


the Department of Maunerais 
and Energy, and escomed from 
Melboume by the poice and fire 
brigace 

Mr Waker saic. “These wastes 


have been ‘ying around ‘he state 
for up to seven vears and the 
.EPA sas worked ‘or two vears to 


organise heir shift. T am deligne- 
ec ‘hat we have deen adie ‘oOo dea. 
wth che wastes in suc an ac- 
cestape wav and corg@°atu.a‘e 
cre EPA for ‘ner sersemverance 
T2 cure a. details 


vere 
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TASMANIA'S 


GRAY DEFIE 
ijrr 
- - —— ew 


Tasmania reserves the neht 
to mite and log the Srate’s 
wilderness area, the Premier, 
Mr Gray, said yesterday. 


He :aid the wilderness was worth 
thousands of millions of dollars to 
Tasmania's economy, and he reyect- 
ed anv Federal compensation in 
exchange for abandoning the Gor- 
don-below-Franaiin power proyect. 


He said no amount of money 
could compensaie for the power 
mineral and foresuv resources of 
the wilderness. The Tasmanian ALP 
leader. Mr Wriedt. said the ALP 
suppomed Mr Gry. 


Mr Gras's comments have failed 
to draw the Home Affairs and En- 
viromment Minister, Mr McVeigh. 
who said esterday if would be 
adsoiutelvy wrong) of him to indi- 
cate the Commonwealth's position 
hefore talking to a sovereign State 
Government. 


Mr Grays comments follow re 
ports that the Federal Government 
S preparing for more talks with 
his Government on the possbility 
of saving ‘Ne area 


SYDNEY MORNING HERALD 


It is understood the talks centre 
around a compronuse. with the 
Federa! Government offering fian- 
cial aid if aiternatuves to ine hydro 
electncity project can be found. 

In a mumisterial statement, Mr 
Gray told State Parliament the list- 
ing of the area by the Worid Hen- 
tage Committee acknowledged the 
construcuon of the dam could 
continue, — 

He said the control of the south- 
wes’ On remained in the hands 
of his Government. 


“The right to govern and make 
land use decisions for all of the 


State bas been the sovereign right 
of the Tasmanian Government 
and Tasmanian Parliament since 
Federauon,” he said. 

“My Government would not 
comtempiate any action, nor 
recognise Or accept anv outside 
decision that would lead wo a 
duminuuion of those mghis.” 

Mr Gray said the Common- 
wealth recognised Tasmania's 
ownersaip of the area. However. 


AUSTRALIA 


CANBERRA, VOWS USE OF RESOURCES 


t 
ho 


he would consult with the Federa: 
Government on a mafagement 
pian for the south-west. 


Mr Gray said that the people 
trying to blockade the Franklin 
dam site were “extremists” who 
lived in “exciusive little colonies 


of dropouts that exist around the 


place.” 

Federal Government 
ministers, including the Actng 
Prime Minister, Mr Anthony, are 
expected to meet Mr Gray nex: 
wees. 

Police arrested yesterday the 
Tasmaman Wilderness Society's 
direcior, Dr Bob Brown, on Hvdro- 
Electric Commussion property on 
t_z Gordon River. 

One hundred and forty people 
have now been arrested and 
charged with trespassing since con- 
»rvauonists degan ther biockade 
on Tuesday 

Tomorrow S0 people will move 
to obstruct works on the Keily 
Basin Road. A vigil camp would 
Stay on the river. 
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A GOVERNMENT-appointed committee does not favour building tourist facilities at — 


this stage on the Abrothos Islands, @0km off Geraldton. 


It says that, because 
of the ecotug.cai, econ- 
Ome and Diswiwai Sig: 
nulicusce Of the isialus 
and incumpiete wuor- 
TudiioOn aduul Mei ifa- 
gue environment 
vusd.ng of tuurist fa- 
cuiues would be pre- 
mature. 

It suggests the estab 
lishmeut of a singie 
autnority, among tme 
lanes of tne Gieat Bar- 
reer Reet Marine rare 
AuWpority, to uecvelop a 
song \etTm Management 
plan {or the isiands. 


The authority would 
provect Me environ- 
ment and valuubdie Nis- 
turic and economic fea- 
tures. 

[ne crayfishing in- 
Gustry at the islands is 
a major export earner 
fur WA and <Aorolhos 
waters contain @Mabny 
mpomant pre colonial 
and pust-colconial ship 
WTeCKS 

The islands have 


unique fauna and are 
a Maven tor thousands 
af sea and iand birds. 
They shelter the big- 
gest seabird breeding 
sites Lf the WA cuast. 


The Geraldton mid- 
west regiola, seveiop- 
ment committee, heac 
ed oy Mr [an Jonaston, 
Ais asked examine 
puss. oie Geve.upment 
yptioms for the islands 
atter pre V.ouUus propos 


_- 


_y 


Limited 

Under present man. 
agement as an A-class 
reserve, the Abrolhos 
have limited public ac- 
cess. 


Conservation interests 
and the fishing indus- 
try would generally 
like to see the islands 
remain under the 
closed . system. The 
tourist industry and 


others think that ac- 


cess is unduly restrict. 
ed. 


The Minister for 
Tourism, Mr Mac- 
Kinnon, will put a sub 
mission to the Cabinet 
today, based om the re- 
port 

The committee § re 
ceived 26 submissions 
of which 31 per cent 
opposed the islands 
being opened to tour- 
ismra. Several thought 
that there should be 
Stricter controls on 
fishermen using the is- 
lands. 


Sixty-two per cent of 
submissions advocated 
some kind of tourism, 
but only 19 per cent 
Said tnat this Should be 
snore- based acuvity 


Ail submissions saw 
the need for close man- 
agement and conserva: 
won. 


The report said that 
10 Government author 


ities and quasi-athori- 
ties now managed the 
Abroihos. 


It said that the Great 
Barrier Reef provided 
an excellent opportuni- 
ty to observe the oper- 
ation of one manage 
ment strategy of a ng 
natural resource with 
muiti-purpose patterns. 


The committee recom- 
mended Government 
support for a contin- 
uing research  pro- 
— at the Abrol- 


There should be stric- 
ter controls on present 
use of the islands till a 
long-term management 
pian was decided 


The report sa.d that a 
tuurist camp was es- 
tabiished on Pelsart Is- 
land in 1947 but the 
venture failed within a 
year because of organi- 
sation problems, and 
legisiation had prevent- 
ed shore-based tour:sm 
since then. 

Under the Fisheries 
Act, professional 
craytishermen were al- 
lowed access to the is- 
iands at all times and 
residency during the 
crayfishing season 
there from March 15 
to June 30. 

Adout 2*) crayfishing 


+ 


oOats operated at the 
Abroihos in season 
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‘BRISBANE. -~  Eroded 
sgus and agncultura!l chemicals 
from north Queensland sugar- 
cane fields are posing a new 
threat to the Great Barrier 
Besf, according to scientists. 


+ The long-lasting pesticide Lin- 
f° widely used Dy cane growers, 

s shown up in reef marine 
@gansms and fish. Lindane has 
ere unked with blood and marrow 
Borders in Numaos 
« Little work has been done to 
determine its effects in ihe ser_ ive 
‘eel environmen: du: some re- 
Searchers ang corservation groups 
neveve should be more c.ose.y 
ovest: gated 

Mr Greg Miuiler. a senior teach- 
ing te.low in eavironmental chemis- 
‘~ at Griffith Universitv in Bris- 
sane, said reefs off north Queens- 
and ~anelands were extreme.yv 
wi neradie fo DOLUUOR Dy chemicals 
aid sist 


‘Th 
ha 


le Cig rivers of the north have 
peel caring sit Out 'o sea for cen- 
sr.es, Sut Now were seeing vast 
nereases © seuiment oads because 
nw wtemsite lapd use {for sugar 
cane,” Ne said 


“In Hawaii and New Caledosia 
this form of tropical marine poilu- 
tion has Bad a devastaung effect 
on corai. 

“We don’t know what is happen- 
ing to the reef because its not 
oeing looked at. But the ume is 
very near to look at land use con- 
‘roils and the appfiicauon of pes- 
ticides in the cane inaustry.” 

The nomh Queensland cane lands 
cover 12$.000 hectares of wet tro- 
sical coast from Ingham to Moss- 
man. where the reef is closest to 
the coast. About 2.000 growers pro- 
duce cane worth $300 muilion. 


Mr Eddie Hegerl. director of the 
Ausiralian Littoral Society, a con- 
‘ervaion group. sad: “The prot- 
ems Of sil and cnemucals are ones 
of water guality. and water quality 
S erica, iO protect amd sustain 
ine Barrier Reef. 

‘The 1ssut is not one 
servalionists can soive. Ii is up to 
ihe cane indusir 


According ‘o a soil conservator. 
Mr Vichae! Care] mn, adout 10 per 
cent of the region has been degrac- 
ec from sO. erosion and fertility 


i0* 


Mosi damaged areas ‘ose up to 
‘onnes a hectare of topsoil ag 


rear. Wasned MIO cfeens and rivers 


aeasy aims. 


eve 
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Wheat Crop Loss 


English 29 Dec 


Drought has cost Australia 
more than half its wheat crop, 


with the abnormally low har- 
vest almost complete. 


Victoria is expected to harvest 
only about 300,000 tonnes of 
wheat, compared with 27 mulion 
in ube 1961-42 season. 

Nationally the wheat harvest, 
which las year was 15.6 million 
tonnes has been reduced to 7.6 
milion tonnes, the lowest in 
more than 40 years 


The Grain Elevators Board has 
projected an operating loss of at 
feas. $16 million —the largest in 
hs history as @ resuk of the 
drought. 

Fewer than onethird of Vic- 
toria’s grain silos were opened 
by the Grain Elevators Board to 


cope WF) IST season's harvest, 
The board Sas recuced its capi- 
tal and operamonal budgets by 
more wan $25 million to try to 
Cul costs. 

A drought seed suppiv scheme, 
Stariecg ov tne VY ctoran Depart. 
ment cf Agriculture, the Victorian 
Farmers and Grazers’ Associa- 
tion, "he Austra:ian Wheat Board 
arc toe Austra..an Barley Board, 
has organised tne ipspection of 
more ‘nan 200 wheat barlev and 
oats crops to ensure sufficient 
seed 


‘or cae 1983 crops 


82 


? 
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Seed recovery has been Detter 
than expected in some areas, des- 
pice rainfall down to 10 per cent 
of normal. In the Mallee, farm- 
ers are expected to nave to .m- 
port oats and field peas from 
other districts to piant next sea- 
son's crops. 

A vice-president of the VFGA, 
Mr Frank Drum, said it had Deen 
a disastrous narvest in the Wim- 
mera. Many crops had fa:led 
compieteiy but even in the better 
padcocks where farmers had 
hoped to harvest up to six bags 
an acre they had reaped ony 
three or four. 

“Virtually all mos: farmers can 
hope for is to get their seed 
returned,” Mr Drum said. “The 
oniy income this year is wharf 
farmers can borrow against their 
assets. It will mean a heavy Dor- 
rowing programme.” 

He said barley and peas were 
scarce in Victoria due to failed 
crops. Peas were ringing up to 

300 a ‘tonne campared wih 
about $130 a tonne last season. 


Intensive farming of chickens, 
turkeys and pigs would become 
increasingly expensive as a result, 
leading ‘oO increased comsumer 
prices eventually. 
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Regons around Mess Vals, 
Mauanc and Moree have 
rouned the State's crought-ce- 
clared areas, leaving only ie 
coastal simp aormh of Pon 
Stephens free from te most 
dry conditions in recorded 
tustory in NSW. 

The “Munster for Agrcuiture, 


“Mr Hallam. announced «cstercas 
that a record $3 of the £8 Pasture 


i-_* 


Protect.icn Boards had pecn 
crougat-Jeclared tor Japuary 

Thus mean: 9S per cent of the 
tates crural srodwing arcas “ere 


str cae OF CT Cu gee 

The severity 
emphasised Sv the fact Unat. during 
the sericus crought from | 
1968. tne declared areas reached a 
matumum of 44. 

The “Moree and Moss Vale 
areas. mxevousiy partiv declared. 
are now fully declared drought 
areas and che whole of the Mat- 
and regon has jouhed the |ist 


S.ace Aor tne sorthe™m and 
nem «nest «(belts Rave et. 
xe me Cnet pemods in 

¢ lel “StorV, WExXS goes Sate 
i car 

\{fr Hallam estumated vecterJay 

he (Be ‘ta. overall ‘oss to We 


\S‘\ econom, from the drought 
was $3 o> lon, with the reali net 
alue of ‘arm :acome failing “2 per 


- °. ~ . 
>t ~~ r 
- se New SVJULN Fasccs 
ae a ° ~ 
RAL aii £ IBiasn de 
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He sad NSW is now in its oth 
Successive month cf crought, with 
the Situation having worsened in 
December because of continued 
Tgh temperatures anc ihe lack of 
useful ran. 

The vieid of 1.4 m) ion tonnes 
from the “wheat crop was the low- 
ess since 1945 

The Grain Handling Acvthority 
and State Rail Authon!y faces a 
loss of $160 million because of the 
poor wheat crop. | 

Some disincts had not been able 
to produce crops for the past four 
years. 

Returns for beef producers 
could fal! because of low slaughter 
weight, the reduced number of sa- 
leabie cattle and poor quality beef 

Mr Hallam attacked We Nano 
al Party for trying to make a pou- 
cical rssue of the drougn: 

He singied out a call by the 
partys spokcsman on water re- 
sources, Mr Ian Armstrong. for the 
Government to provide $2 millon 
immediately for water for drought- 
suncken stock and a clam bv the 
member for Murray. Mr Tim Fis 
cher, that the Water Resources 
Commission had miscalculated the 
amount of storage water needed 
for mee, fruit anc vegetable grow- 
ers in the Murray Vaiey 


A spokesman for Mr Hal'am 
said this year’s Budget fad pro- 
vided for full reumbursement of the 
cost of smking bores for sock 
water 


The spokesman said the Water 
Resources Commussion bad an- 
nounced several months ago tbe al- 
locations for the current crop 
yvear—40 per cent of the normal 
amount for the Lachlan, 85 per 
cent for the Murray Vallev ana 
100 per cent for the Murrum- 
bidgee. 

These figures had not chargea 
Cur m <cme areas wre raie at wnkd 
the allocation was released had 
teen reduced. Growers woud re- 
ceive the same amount ci waier 
over tbe crop ‘ear as promsed 
when the commission 4 
nounced its allocations 


The Government ‘ad paid out 
more than $117 millon .a re'ease 
schemes 10 pmmarm producers cur- 
img the current crought — $1/ § 
million of :t since Jus 

If the drought conurued into ‘he 
mew ear, these payments cou.d 
soudie. 7 

In a separate statement: Mr Hal- 
Iam said the risk of damace to 
drougnht-affected land from crosion 
was the Dighesi this centun 

He said the tugh imteas:tv ran- 
fail wach came wih summer 
siorms did nothing to freas th 
rough: Pst could Cause semc.s 
soul erosson. 

The Soi! Coasesvation Sen ce of 
NSW is ving warmngs adoul (he 
dancer apd telling farmers cuw to 
miumumise sOu loss 
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t group 
Barrier Reef island. 


‘2.9. a I . 
re wilson Island, 
without consult 
Reet. 


re in the battle against sand rm 
"T attract 


he roseate 
orm of disturbance 
- Vv I > A ~} wd > T 
le. “iF Leon wruckr, neron 
a , hal ”“ ’ ’ > 7 | a“ y . ~ a | ’ 
w-kxey development which would protect the island 
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» 7 3 . ~ ;4 rAnm , Th } ,o o-™ 
Yueensianc conservy atic ba group nas begun 
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relinquish a development 1 
Queensland Cabinet last 
0 subsidiary, a 30-year lease 
90km off Gladstone. 
Barrier Reet Mar“:\e 
Mr John Sinc 
Queensland said ve 
1e travel group and appeal 
conservationists feared 
le ecology and pose a serious 
1e Park Authority lists Wilson 
on the Reef. 


ing on Fraser 


let a4 CNeMical waste 


- fc } 14 ar 
- id. peiie\ 


usec in transfor? 
me in #wA Wwitn 


has or ight the 


an = | oT 
= a uUCeCUSA 





development 


ive and extremely 
approaching within 50 

mined to drive 
Island said 








4a 


LIMONIASUREA PLANT EFFLUENT DISPOSAL 
Energy Mini 

Auckland THE NW ZEALAND HERALD 
The Minister of from the $ii2 million 


Energy. Mr Birch, says 
the ammonia-urea plant 
at Kapuni may again 
produce more effivent 
than its dispesal sys- 
tems can handie. 


But he adccec Thev 
nave got [0 Geve lop sy> 
‘ems which a.ciow them [o 


‘ope witMoul Camag ng ihe 
environment 

It may mean Sowing 
sown commis ioning of 
the plant). Dut [ft 6 specu: 
ation at (hus stage 

Marine iife aiong ju 
metres of the south Tafa- 
nak) coast was Filed re 
Cemiv by tne cumoing of 
40 tanxerloacs of effivent 


\ catchment com- 
mission officer ia be- 
lseved to have been 
toid about the dis- 
posal of urea effu- 
ent at a  Seouth 
Taranaki beach a 
week before § any- 
thing was done about 
the illegal dumping. 


plant 

Mr Birch wants a preum- 
inary reporm on the dump- 
ing from the piant owners, 
Petrochem, Dv (us week. 


Make Pubiic 


The minster expects a 
full report — explaining 
how the dumping hap 
pened. who authonsec i, 
and what Giscipiimary 
achon will de Laken — next 
week 

He has yet [to cecide 
whether to make ‘he report 
pubiic 

But | am more anwous 
to get details of 1 manage 
ment pian to ensure (that 
thes will not happen again,” 
he Sac. 


The Heraid was told that 
a staff member of Petro 
chem's $1!2 ruilion ammo 


fiawresa pliant at Kapun 
discussed (he dumping with 
a Tarenak: Catchment 
Comumssion officer at the 
Diant on * ednosday, 
December |5 

it appears the comms 
sions semior officials did 


“UMD Ine 


2.48 


The plant had compiex 
disposal systems. including 
effluent ponds and spray- 
ing ON Nearby land bought 
for the purpose. but those 
sySems hac proved inadce- 
Quale. 

U aforeseen 

The ammonia-urea plant 
was likely to conunue pro 
cucing excess effivent until 
it Was running sausfactor- 
ily, saad Mr Birch. There 


was iittie contro! of the 
quanuty of effluent pro 
duced. 


The present cispsa! sys- 
tems were acequiie when 
the pliant was funcuoning 
normaily. anc there mught 
hot be further prodiems. 


- 
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not learn of the dumping 
unul near!y a week later 
by which time manne life 
along J00 metres of 
foreshore near Manaia iad 
been killed Dy the effluent. 


Water Right 


Aithouvgeh Petrochem dic 
not seek the water “ght it 
needed Dy 'aw to Gump the 
effuent the stateowned 


but the plant would have ‘o 
be equipped for “unfore- 
seen contingencies.” 

Mr Barch addec that the 
plant operators needed ‘o 
be able to “take decisions 
at management ievel in 
consultation with ibe 
aulbonues.” 


The general manager of 
Petrochem. Mr C J. Pcpe. 
Nad said that effluent hac 
been soid fo local farmers 
as a form of feruisser 

Mr Birch said such sales 
could solve the cisposa! 
Sroblem. Dut as an off- 
specifications product [tre 
effiuent woulc have [to he 
applied very carefully 


company is now likely to 
claim in its defence that at 
jeast it told the catchment 
COMmsMISS10N. 

The commussion mana- 
ger, Mr John cougias. con- 
firmed last night that one 
of his staff hac been toid 
ybout the cGumping when 
visiting the ammonia-vrea 
piant on December 15 








General Terms 


“They menuoned (o one 
of our Staff that they might 
co it,’ Mr Dougias said. 

‘It was a discussion in 
very generai terms, al very 
iow levels.” 


Second Time 


“They certainly should 
have applied for a water 
rignt to do i and if they 
had asked for one thev 
would not have got author- 


itv for the concentrations 
that were dumped there.” 
He sad the commussion 
would probably decide at 
its meeung in mid-Febru- 
ary whetber Petrochem 
would be prosecuted for 
the dumping. ich is the 
second ume ta [wo months 
that major peétion has 
been caused by effluent 


from the recently opened 
pliant 

In October, 20 kilometres 
of the Kapuni Stream was 


laid waste by effluent from 
the piant. which is one of 
the Governments “think 
big” projects and is de- 
signed tO covert Maui gas 
to urea fertiliser. 

Mr Dougias said poliu- 
tion from the ammonia- 
urea pliant and a recent 
Caustic soda spill at a dairy 
company at Opunake 
higulignted the need for 
giving catchment comms 
sions better control over 
waste disposal. 


With other projects, such 
as the metnanoi and syn- 
thetic petroi plants now 
being built in Taranaki, 
there was a need for ade 
quate pians for senous 
chemical spills and tighter 
laws governing wasie dis 


ns systems. 

} Dougias said he 
wouid ask the commission 
to consider changes in the 


law, including bigger fines 
for offenders. 
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MINISTER DENIES OPENCAST COAL MINE THREATENS ENVIRONMENT 


Aucaklanc THE NEW ZEALAND HERALD in English 7 Jan 83 p 10 





Critics of the proposed Ohinewai open-cast coalmine 
overlook today’s stringent environmental standards, says the Min- 
ister of Energy, Mr Birch. 


Nobody could pick and 
choose where coal was 
found, the minister said in 
an interview, and there was 
no alternauve to mining 
coai where it lay in the 
ground 

But the quesuon of 
Ohinewai turning into an- 
other Ciutha dams contro- 
versy of becomung a min- 
Rufr cid not arise because 
there Was no comparison 

“We have no alternative 
Dul to use the coal where : 
iS and fo Sav to the coa! 
industry (hat if is going to 
have (O Maintain standards 
that are environmentally 
acceptabie [oca) 

“What is being over- 
inoked is (thal Standards 
today are very much 
higher than in the past 
You de not gt consents 
today to poilute.” 


Alarm 


Farmers around Ohine- 
wa!. a sMai! Waikato town- 


ship just north of Huntly, 
have voiced alarm at pro- 
posals by the mines div- 
ision of the Ministry of 
Energy to greatly expand 
the size of a planned open- 
cast coalmine. 

The division is looking at 
doubling the proposed cap- 
acity to a million tonnes a 
year and there have been 
suggestions, not rejected by 
Mr Birch, thai new “super- 
fast-track” planning jegisia- 
ion under study by tne 
Government may be used 
to get the mine working. 

A Wellington energy 
researcher, Molivy Mei- 
huish. has predicted (nat 
Ohinewal will be the Clutha 
controversy of the nex! few 
years, and the Federated 
Farmers fias claimed that 
uncrecxed development 
wouid turn the area into a 
mini-Runor 


Extravagance 
Oninewai will be New 
Zealand s biggest coaimine. 


but Mr Birch says mines in 
the German Ruhr indus- 
trial region produce up to 
50 mulliof tonnes of coa! 
annually and some are up 
to five kilometres wide. so 
Ohinewai would be only a 
fraction of their size. 

“I think it is extreme 
extravagance to say if has 
elements of a Clyde dam 
controversy. People can 
create those controversies 
if they try hard enough. 
and | am not distounting 
the fact that there wiil de 
many people who will 
prefer not to see the coal- 
mining proceed 

“You realiy nave got to 
mine coal where if is anc 
where it can be produced 
economicaliy. Otnerwise 
vou are imposing penalties 
on the economy and if you 
keep doing that. you Will 
simply put New Zealand 
out of business © 











CONSERVATIONISTS DECRY PROPOSED NATIVE TIMBER LOGGING 


Auckianc THE NEW ZEALAND HERALD in English 21 J 
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A Forest Service plan for the Kaimai- 
Mamaku Forest Park rules out large-scale felling 
of native timber but leaves the way open for 


limited logging of kauri, rimu and tawa. 


The plan, published this 
week, has already drawn 
fire from conservationalists 
who claim it fails to reflect 
widespread pubiic opposi- 
ton to the !ogging of native 
umber 

The forest park, stretch- 
ing 70 kilometres between 
Paeroa and Rotorua. con- 
tains areas of bouth native 
and exotic forest. 


Guidelines for its man- 
agement over the next 10 
years are proposed in the 
draft pian, which is open 
for public submussions unt:) 
April 22. 


Replanted 


The pian says some xaur 
Stands Will De sef asice as 
forest sanctuaries. bu! it 
allows for périodic thinning 
of other «aun siands, 
mature trees exchudec. 

A pine piantation will de 
logged and replanted 
mostiv in Kaur 

The pian avoids an im- 
meciate decision ON tne 
future of substantai 


volumes of tawa in (ne 


forest park. but says 
demand for the native 
hardwood will increase as 
supplies eisewhere dwin- 
dle. 

“Responsible manage 
ment does not mean thaf 
these resources are to be 
locked up, unabie to be 
utilised for society's future 
needs,” it Says. 

“At the same time, tawa- 
dominated forest has sig- 
nificant recreational use 
and aesthetic appeal.” 

“Research<scale” logging 
of tawa would be allowed. 
but the public would be 
consulted before any other 
felling of the trees. 

The plan makes simular 
provisions for imu, but 
with no menuon of re 
search logging. 

The director of the Joint 
Campaign on Native For- 


ests, Tor Guy Saimon. said 
vesterday that the Forest 
Service was going against 
pubiic opinion in keeping 
open the option for native 
umber logging. 


Major Battle ~ 


The overwheiming 
mty of public submis 
Ss! on the previous 
Kaimai-Mamaku pian in 
1976 nad opposed the logg- 
ing of native trees. he saic 
The campaign woulc 
press to have the forest 
park rezoned as 2 reserve 
Or a protected forest. Cam- 
paign members wouic 
meet at Tauranga in Adn! 
to focus attention on the 
forest park 
“[ think it will be our 
major battle this vear.” 
said Mr Salmon 
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AGAINST N-WASTE DUMPING 


S DAILY in English 3 Feb 83 p 6 


Manta, : Feb—The 
Philippines will join the 
South Pacific Forum 
countries in seckifig a 
stop to the dumping of 
nuclear waste in the 
Pacific, President Fer- 
dinand Marcos said today. 


The move was in re- 
sponse to the appeai of 
Naufu and Kimnbati Is- 
lands which are leading 
the campaign to ban the 
dumping of nuclear waste 
specially in areas around 
countries in the Pacific 
basin, a Malacanang 
Palace statement said. 


Nauru President Ham- 
mer Deroburt said during 
his meeting with Marcos 
that the danger to the 
ocean ecology and the 

le of the South 

aciic of such nuclear 

waste dumping 1s patent 
and clear. 


The issue will be taken 
up by the meeting open- 
ing February 14 m London 
of the Cortsultative Com- 
miitee of the London 
Anti-Dumping Conven- 
tion of 1972, under the 
auspices of the specialized. 
United Nations body 
Inter - Governmental 
Maritime Consultative 
Organization (IGMICO). 
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GERM: rn DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC 


IONAL COOPERATION NEEDED TO COMBAT P9ILLUZTION 
GDR Minister Interviewed 


East Berlin NEUES DEUTSCHLAND in German 5-6 Feb 83 p 9 


srview with Hans Reichelt, deputy chairman, GDR Council of Ministers; 


ster for environmental protection and water management--date and 


[Question] Now, air pollution does not stop at the borders. 
ew davs the FRG mass media have reported in this connection 
tivities of FRG politicians vis-a-vis the CSSR and the GDR. 


i- . 
ase cdA 


vour opinion on that? 


Certainly, one can proceed from the fact that such activities 
ove all propaganda purposes. We take that into consideration, but 
SO to speak far away from any propaganda bustle, reaay to cooperate 
interested countries. 
iple, however, one must state first of all that the GDR receives 
ir pollutants as it releases in return--but of course, there are 
differences in the balance with individual countries. Joint efforts 


instance, necessary to prevent further damage to the forests 


= 
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a 

1LONEL 
} ; a | . = -Cc Dp 

c oOrdcer ad ita the CSSR,. 


ult of longer cooperation the governments of the GDR and the CSsSR 


‘refore concluded a government agreement and on this basis have 


specifi profects to reduce the sulfur dioxide nollurtion, reduce 
measures to protect and preserve 


sion of malocorvuus substances 
itic-technical cooperation. This is 


se activities the convention on border-crossing air pollution Signecd 
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Government 
together and solve them 





the borcer. Their middle 
e main tasks for cooperat 
irom tne fact that through 


Rep 


in the mutual interest, 
lso efficient measures 


gards the GDR's border 
ublic have been settled 


representat 


th the FRG government has taken a positive 
the border commission agreements on 


on of border-crossing waterways were concluded. 
er Dam, being on the territories of both the GDR 
the Ecker long-distance waterpipes for supplying 
yater was agreed. Also the construction of a new 
protection on the Itz on the territory of the FRG 
‘DR territory was settled through an agreement. 
further questions concerning the protection of the 
vere nanded over to the FRG government. Joint 
xed out to reduce the water contamination of the 
d for decision. As a sign of its good will the GDR 
readiness for consultations on questions on the 
emember the water protection agreement concluded 
[ west) recently. 
tection of the sea environment of the Baltic Sea 
in 1974 by all seven Baltic Sea states, is proving 
ient. The GDR tries to conscientiously implement 
ny from this convention. Thus in the catchment 
ber of contaminants in the rivers that flow into 
n considerably reduced. A facility to treat ships’ 
il has started operation in Rostock harbor. Nearly 
ishing and technical (technische) fleet are already 
r Oli separators and sewage tanks. 
ss media occasionally report on scandals in 
ts. is something similar possible here? 
mination toxi v-products and harmful sub- 
in important acern of the GDR's environmental 
lis task there are about 160 facilities and dumping 
tances are burnt, while to some extent energy is 
such a way that anv damage to the environment is 





ihe responsible supervisory organs strictly control the operation of all 

these facilities in order to exclude harmful! effects on humans, fauna and 
ra, air and waters. As a result of this work it has to be stated that 

in the GDR no problems with toxic waste have appeared as are reported from 


other countries. 
FRG-GDR Cooperation 


AU141908 East Berlin NEVES DEUTSCHLAND in German 11 Feb 83 p 5 

‘ADN report from Sonn: "FRG Government Wishes to Continue Cooperation on 

Environmentai Protection : 

*xt} The FRG government wishes to continue cooperation with the GDR on 

dblems of environmental protection, AP reported. State Secretary Spranger 
Y -> wr Meng wre . ~ ] h + sweh- - = tn =4 = ' ~ 

tne Interior Ministry announced that an “exchange of information” on 

roblems of desulturizing flue gasses will begin this month which is to 

ir purification." 
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INTER-AMERICAN AFFAIRS 


SPILL PROTOCOL FOR CARIBBEAN HAS IMO SUPPORT 


Briczgetown ADVOCATE-NEWS in English 1 Feb 83 p l 
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The adoption and sub- 
sequent entry into force of an 
oil spill Protocoi will provide a 
legal framework for the 
development of regional and 
sub-regional strategies to 
combat oil pollution in the 
Caribbean. 

So says David Edwards, a 
representative from the 
International Maritime 
Organisation ‘IMO), §at- 
tending a five-day workshop 
on oi spills and shoreline 
clean-up at the Dover Con- 
vention Centre 

In March this year a con- 
vention on the protection and 
development of the marine 
resources of the Caribbean 
and a Protocol for co- 
operauon in combatti oil 
spills in the region will be 
presented to a conference of 
plenipotentiaries for adoption 

Mr Edwards told the 
opening of the workshop that 
as iong as oil is transported 
along sea routes or extracted 
from the ocean bottom, there 
will remain the msk of oil 
pollution and the~ en- 
vironmental and economic 
consequences 

He described the Cambbean 
as a relativeiv high msk area 


According to the IMO of- 
ficial: ‘The oil spill Protocol 
specifically recognises that 
the islands of the region are 
particularly vulnerable to 
damage resulting from 
significant oil pollution owing 
to the fragility of their 
economic reliance of certain 
islands of the region on the 
continuous utilisation of their 
coastal zones.” 

He i it was for that 
reason participation in 
the current werkinep was 
focussed on regienal states, its 

being to provide in- 
ormation on the most ef- 
fective means of cleaning and 
restoring beaches affected by 
ofl pollution 

He stated that the workshop 
was one of the activities in- 
corporated in the Cambbean 
Action Plan, adopted in 
Montego Bay. Jamaica in 
Apmi 1981 

The pian identified as one of 
its programme pnorities the 
impiementation of regional! oil 
spill contingency pians for 
States stretching from the 
Bahamas to French Guiana 
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ty 


FIRM’S TOXIC WASTE KILLS FISH IN CREEK, COASTAL WATERS 


Belize City THE BEACON in English 5 Feb 83 pp 1, 10 


iTexc] ver the weekend, starting on Sunday last, Belize City residents 
witnessed for the second time in recent years the terrible spectacle of 
thousands of dead fish floating in the Haulover Creek (which divides Belize 
City) and in the coastal waters surrounding Belize City. The dead fish 
include [riesh water species as well as marine species and also crabs, shrimp 


and l »b ster, 


A knowledgeable source told the BEACON that as in the case of the first 
wholesale poisoning of the fish, the culprit responsible for the current 
sutrageous contamination of the Haulover Creek and hence the sea is a 
local firm, 


According to our source, the company, in the course of its manufacturing 
rocess, produces a liquid toxic waste containing a high percentage of a 
deadly cyanide compound, This waste is collected and stored in cylinders 


' , 
mn the company’s premises. 


However, it was learnt that the toxic waste corroded its containers and a 
ivak developed. in an attempt to absorb the toxic waste, the company dumped 
ked toxic waste and afterwards piled the contaminated 
4, which borders on the Haulover Creek. The exposed 
fu the toxic waste which it had absorbed was washed out 
into th: iter table (which is very close to the surface in Belize City) 


and thence to th Haulover Creek itself. 


a) 
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result of course is that, due to the total lack of regard for rudi- 


mentary environmental protection, the fish of the Haulover Creek and the 
coastal waters of Belize ity are once again poisoned, 


pparently no precautionary steps were taken cither by the company or the 


vermment authorities after the first poisoning. It is to be hoped that 
ifter this second outrage, some action will be taken to ensure that there 

no repeat of this kind of contamination of the environment--if not by 
the company on its own initiative then certainly by the Government. 











DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 


HUCE FOREST FIRE DECLARED DISASTER 


FL150045 Bridgetown CANA in English 2343 GMT 14 Feb 83 


Text] Santo Domingo, 14 Feb (CANA-REUTER)--More than 1,000 troops and fire- 
fighters have brought under control a huge forest fire which had swept through 
the central mountain range of the Dominican Republic, Presidential) Minister 


Hatuey De Camps said today. 


President Salvador Jorge Blanco today flew over the 50 square km (20 squar: 
mile) zone affected by the blaze and declared it a disaster area. Last 
Saturday, shortly before the fire began, he had designated 1983 "Forestry 


2 


Year. 
Meanwhile a spokesman for the U.S. Embassy said special equipment and a team 
of U.S. experts requested by the Dominican Republic yesterday had arrived to 
ob! 
t 


help put out the fire. 


The authorities have so far given no word about casualties or damage. 








EL SALVADOR 


BRIEFS 


MINATED--Urgent warning. The National Aqueducts and 


partment announces to owners and deliverers of casks of 
he inhabitants of Ilopango, Soyapango, and its settlements 


chemical-physical-bacteriological analyses, the water of 


r 


contains amounts of boron, arsenic, and other mineral salts that 
lerable specifications tor drinking purposes, and therefore warns 


° ei . al 
Uslsey Uelid 


water by the barrel to refrain from doing so from those 
t is not actually drinkable. This can be ascertained 
ste, and lack of clarity of the water. Drinking contan- 
as the water that is transported directly from Lake 
serious health consequences. Drivers and owmers of 
trucks are warned to refrain from obtaining water from 
sell it as drinking water, since this may cause serious 
If drivers and owners engage in such a dangerous 
be severely penalized. San Salvador, 9 February 1983. 


A PRENSA GRAFICA in Spanish 9 Feb 83 p 35] 8255 
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There is need for 
legisiation to contro] the 
saie and use of agro 
chemicais as well as for 
educational programmes 
on the dangers of 
conta mination. 

This was decided by 
members of the Society 
of Professiona! 
Agricwiturists io 
Guyana and Government 
Chief Pathologist, Dr 
Leslie Mootoo, on 
Wednesday night at a 
SPAG meet.ng in the 
Teachers’ Association 
Hall, Woolford Avenue 

It was soted that 
though prescriptions 
were needed for certain 
relatively harmless 
drugs. there is no 
reguiation governing the 
purchase anc use of 
agro-chemicals, most of 
which are fata! te 
bumans 

The agnmcultunsts 


observed that 





hia, * ied 


OF AGRICULTURAL Ch 


culture fieid workers 
disregard safety 
procedures when dealing 
with the chemicals since 
in many cases the 
harmful effects of 
comtaminaticn are not 
immediatziy apparent, 
but they come to the 
fore in later years. 

All agreed that both 
educational 
programmes and a 
systein of body checks 
similar to the one used 
for checking X-ray 
department workers 
were 

Dr. Mootoo said that 
the first known cases of 
agro-chemical poisoning 


along wits 
parathiog, 8 er 
organic prosphate | 
board a ship He added 
that over last five 


—-+- 


years he performed 


— ing. dost of these, 
ever, were suicides. 

The Chief Pathologist 
warned that the 


increased agricultural 


drive could result in 
more deaths from agro 
chemicals. He drew a 
araile! with this and the 
act of increased road 
deaths with the 
construction of more and 
better roads. 


Dr Mootoo further 
extended his warning to 
the area of ood 
roducts. He said that 

ause of the current 
practice of hoarding 
persons may find it 
necessar to spray 
insecticides to eep 
away insects. This 
practice cao be 
dangerous, he said if 
carried out by untrained 
and inexperienced 
persons 
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ENVIRONMENTALISTS URGE 
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REAPPRAISAL OF DAMS POLICY 


THE STATESMAN in English 18 Jan 83 p 13 
New Delhi, Jan 
the Government 


lams, reports PTI. 


It has already built 1,554 


. 2 & Ja 


ire elt, 
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tsaiveasd 
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iusing 


a country heavily dependent On oil imports, 


the Himalayan interior where the 


awn attention to 


\7-—Growing pressure from environmental groups is 
to reappraise its policy to build more and bigger 


large dams and many small and medium dams at a 


more than Rs 10,000 crores and another 200 hydro-electricity projects 


rer underway or planned. 


is aimost irresistible, but with sites 


the temptation to harness 
in the outer Himalayas now 


less exhausted, the country’s dam builders are moving deep into 


ecological system 


-oncern among environmentalists. 


opposiging construction of 
the ecological dangers it poses. 


movement 


by the growing criticism of large dams, India's Planning 


is extremely fragile, 


the 480 MW Irayag project has 


, * 7 : 
} n i in 
\ hi ii ic male 
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LConcerne 
mmission has recently set up three working groups to revise the existing 
standards for evaluating chem. 
e Commission wi ears all major dam projects, is now even 
we assumption that hydro is the cheapest form of electricity. It 
at rehabilitation costs and damage to the ecosystem are being grossly 
inderestimated in feasibility studies prepared bv State authorities. 
I proposed 220 Mw dam on the Bedti river in southwest India is an 
Ww st-benefit analysis can be manipulated. A farmers’ coope 
we nearby town irsi whose areca nut and pepper plantations will 
yme r ge the dam's waters claims to have discovered serious short 
in the detailed project reports prepared by the Karnataka Power Corporation. 
the tf ft Teiri dam, already under construction in the Hima] 
ft 3. i ronmentalists have warned of the dangers in t! 
mafor iret uke, becau the im and the uke it will create 
i e’ isn ne 
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conducted bv West Bengals 
Water Poll luton Boara the Dac- 
terial count of the water of the 
Ganga berween Ulubema in 
Rowrah district and Diamond 
Harbour and beyond has 
shown an alarming increase. 
having zone up by about 300 
per cent over previousiv ‘Te- 
corded fizures The water 1s 
now considered unsa‘e even 
for irrigation purposes, anc 
the authorities have warned 
that unless drastic remedial 
steps are promptiv taken the 
situauon mav become wretriev- 
abie. Conzested areas in (" P* 
Particulariv downstream from 
Kanour and Aliahabad, have 


aiso recorded extremelv high 
water pollution counts Studies 
undertaken by the Central 
Pollution Contro] Board, which 
ince i978 has been monutor- 
ing the 2000-kKm stresch of 
the Ganga from Hrishikesn to 
Diamond Harbour, indicate 
that the dum mping in the river 


of untreat ed domestic sewage 
and industrial effluents has 
increased despite the existence 
be anti-colution legislation 

nd she oemodie Official w:rn- 
nee °A major source of rve- 
rine nol ution !s said to be the 
larze number “€ natals in 
urban areas. Livestock waste 
breeds far more bacteria 2nd 
contmbutes more to turbidth 
than intreated domestic 
seware. But despite reneated 
dt-ives unaurhorited§ khatals 
in Cagctttta and other areas 


nave prou-erated. ° 


melas aion? 


The 7rowdea 
contmbdute 


we Ganga also 


TLD ve - ar -~ LIers a ao - 
S DANG sERS CE GANGES POLLUTION 


\TESMAN in English 28 Jan 83 > 8 
AccorDING to recent studies significantiv to voMution. A 


mobile laboratory of the CPCB 
which measured the water 
pollution count at the recent 
Ganga Sagar mela discovered 
that the bacterial content of 
the water rose sharpiv as the 
pilzrims began to arrive, even 
tually reaching a figure of over 


9.000 organisms per 100 ml, 
which far exceeded the leve] 
onsidered safe for bathing. 


whi ‘en 18 500 per 100 of. Ex 
periments conducted by the 
oard at the Ardh Kumbha 
Mele at Pravagz in 1981 show. 
Qc tna* 2 72-hour pre-chlorina 
tion programme kept the bac- 
teria couadt to acceptable 
levels and thie treatment has 
deen recommended for al! such 
occasions. The problem of un- 
tre2zted domestic sewage is 
likely tc prove less tractabie. 
While admifting the urgent 
need for Ca-cutta Corvoration 
and the municipalkt ie to in- 
stal sewage treatment plants 
the West Benga! Minister for 
Loca! Government and Urban 
Development is on record as 
having said that it wo ould be 
“too much to ask them to do !t 
in view of their financial diff- 
culties’. However. resignation 
as a result of such constraints 
cannot be afforded e.ther The 
CPCE has recommended that 
Im the trv season the Jow from 
Farakxa into the Bnagirathi- 
Hoochiv channel be ncreased 
ihe present “2 000 cusecs 
Arother suggestion is that 
fisneties be irtrocuced her- 
ween munitipa! ouv'ets and 
the mver fo act us initia 
lowest waste stabilization 
s¥stems 
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ARD in English 22 Jan 83 p 2 
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environment degradation, soil erosion and deforesta- 


inistries and nongovernment 


ional conservation campaign. 


Permanent 


Presidential Co 
Z.M. Anyieni, said this while lecturing at Egert 
ities and Impact of the Commission in Environment 
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DROUGHT DISASTER THREAT--The drought in Lesotho has reached such proportions 
ountry faces a national disaster, the Minister of Agriculture, 
eeta, said in Maseru yesterday. Hardest hit of the country's 10 

s are Mohaleshoek, Mafeteng and Quthing in the south and the mountain 
uachasnek, Mokhetlong and Thabatseka in which there will be 

tfalls" of food. Because of the situation the Government had 


that the c 

Mr Peeta Peeta 
district 

areas of Q 
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BRIEFS 


restrictions on the importation of cattle.--Sapa [Text] 
CITIZEN in English 17 Feb 83 p 8] 











THE reientiess, two-year 
drought, said to be the 
“worst of the century”, is 


ruining farmers. 

Masy. near bankruptcy. 
are seeking credit oo credit 
0 pay mulu-muillion rand 


loans 

Crops are burning up and 
uvestocge are ¢ 

Eveo with a good rainfai! 
now agricultural experts 
Goud UJ it will heip the 
situauon 

The has already 
been Jone will be feit for 
years to come 


Effects 


Yet when will the consum- 
er we Map .p-the-street, fee! 
the effects’ 

Apart from gardens apd 
swyunr poois suffering as 
a regafh of water restrictions. 
there ias been Liut'e evidence 
that the drougot will affect 
hus DOcket or the pantry 

But t will come. Mr Jonan 
Willemse chief economust 
for we South Afmecan Agn- 
cultural Lnion. bas warned 

Winter s ukely to be a 
bard anc cold seasoo for all 

The xext ‘ew months wil 
tel) whether where wil] be a 
drastic shortage of grain anc 
whether we country wiil 
have [oO Umport 

Normaily ‘he stabilisa- 
yon fund would pay for the 
Jt ports 


"WORST OF CENTURY’ 


s 
-~_ —_—*-— se 


“But, because of this 
drought which I would say is 
the worst of the 20th 


thao tbe 


winter” 

Al there was a good 
supply of meat at present, 
good cuts were scarce as far- 
were marketing aij 


There was already a short- 
age of fresh fruit and it would 
grow worse wit) plantations 
dying in the lowveid 

Maize was more hopeful 
A.taough farmers were cut- 
tumg maze for fodder there 
was stl) bope the crop would 
de able lO meet the domesuc 
market 

‘Consumers don't realise 
the probiems yet Dut Uus 
drought will be felt well ito 
8A 


Upturn 


‘We expect an economic 
upturn oext year wih great- 
v .acTeased demand for food 
Bui the farmers will not be 
abie to swpply” said Mr 
Wall 
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Mr Jasp Wilkens, presi- 
dent of the agricultural 
union, said tha it was thanks 


“There is 2 tendency, par- 
ticularly in the good vears, to 
criucise the co-operatives 
No a then 

7 tis given 
to the fact that these organi- 
sations were in fact estab 
lished with the view to poor 

The co-operatives now had 
to bear the brunt to beip far- 
mers the financial 
crisis ca by a second con- 
secuuve drought. 


Selling 


“Farmers no longer have 
any security Some are even 
se.ling tractors to raise 
loans,” said Mr Willemse 

The umion was presently 
busy with surveys and hoped 
to present a report of the sit- 
uation to tbe Government in 
March 

“We bope ‘o present a res- 
cue operation. something 
that will stop the downfa. of 
many of our farmers.” said 
Mr Willemse 

Figures obtained from co 
operatives showed that last 
year there was a credit in- 
crease of R9112-million — 
about 60 percent up on the 
previous ear 


year would worse. 

The result would be that 
farmers would have no fized 
income for several years to 
come. 
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F DROUGHT ON FARMERS DESCRIBED 


[Article by Fanie Hattingh! 


‘Text! 


@ As a result of the 
drought and other fac- 
(ors. farmers are deeper 


mh ceot than ever be- 
fore 

@ Maze. sorghum, 
ground-nut. dry Sean 


and potato farmers are 
expecting a crop of 
suehtiv over 3S percent 

@ If « does not rain 
won. Oanana farmers wo 
che subtropical areas 
are DOuNG [oO Nave 4 Dac 
crop "et? vear 

@ Stock famers are 
fang the most uisma 
ainter season .0 Mmem- 
ty 

A .pokesman for the 
SA Agncuitural Union 
wud in Pretona vesier 
jay inal ‘Re swtuahon 
sccone w cnocai 
ep were Deing 


& a. 4 
14u 


that 


taken to piace the Gov- 
ernment :n posession of 
ai! the facts. 

The executve com- 
muttee, general board 
and co-operative Board 
of the umn are to hoid 
a senes of meetngs 
from March 7 to 10 to 
iuscuss the situation apd 
to consider what rep 
resentanons should be 
mace to the Govern- 
vent on behalf of the 
armers 


Surveys 

Co-operanves 
throughout the drought- 
stmcken areas are busy 
with surveys and whue 
no figures are available 
vet, spokesmen for most 
co-operatives nave ce- 
seribec the situation as 
being desperate” 

In most areas, rain 
witiun the next week or 
x would actueve litte 
more than  puiling 
through tbe severely 
dimumshed crops of 
maize. dry beans. sorg- 
num, ground-nut and 
potatoes 

With so urde of the 
summer growth penud 
eft. even good rains 
would acheve Ute in 
umproving the winter 
grazing. ith the result 
(hat stock-farmers are 
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entenng their most cnn- 
cal winter season ip ai- 
most 5U years 

Fru farmers im the 
Far Northern and North 
Eastern Transvaal are 
picking fru af the mo- 
ment, but are suffenng 
heavy losses as a result 
of sunburn and lack of 
moisture 


Banana Problem 
Banana farmers are 
fanng an addivonal 
problem: suckers being 
formed at the moment 
are essential to the next 
crop. and if it does not 
ram soon there is a4 
strong possibility of a 
faied crop ext sum- 
mer 

Farmers who do not 
denve their water from 
uTigauon schemes have 
been left withou! water 
altogether And this 
under a Durning sun 

In the Eastern Trans- 
vaal the situation das 
also reacheo a fhighiv 
cntical stage Witbank 
has already been dce- 
clared a drougnt-stnc«- 
en area. and other 
iowns —among them 
Midceiburg. 
Amersfoor. V otksrust. 
Grevungstad Nige!. 
Bethal. Platrand anc 
Perdekop have ap 
pued tc be declared 
Grought-stncken areas 


North-Western 
Transvaal farmers are 
equally uw a quandary 
Some ground-nut farm- 
ers have begun har- 
vesting prematurely be- 
cause the plants have 
dned out completely 
while others have sum- 
ply wnitten off the 
CTOps as a compiete loss 

Many farmers are 
turning their crops into 
sage for winter, and 
are selling off surplus 
stock which they wil 
not de abie to feed 

In the Northern 
Transvaal area bounced 
by Pretona. Marbdie 
Hall, Messina and the 
Botswana border. the 
smallest maize crop in 
yearsis expected 

Many farmers aAave 
taken a chance bv sow- 
ing (heir winter wheat- 
crop on drv .ands. 0p- 
ung that they will be 
savec by late rain 

Cattle farms in the 
area fave Deen ier 
desolate after ‘farmers 
moved their stock ¢lse- 
where Where the stock 
has been taken fo. re- 
mains a ndcle to other 
farmers 

Aireacyv ven-ridgen 
thev fear tha: the situa- 
30N can oni worsen 
Jumng the coming «:n- 
ter 











DEVASTATING DROUGHT HITS BAZANKULU 


Tonannesburg RAND D 


GAZANKULU io the 
Northern Transvaal is in 
the throes of a devastat- 
ing drought which has left 
the countryside littered 
with thousands of car- 
casses of dead cattle lying 
in a desert landscape. 


And if it does not rain io 
Ube next mooth or two, live 
stock if seighbouring 
Lebowa — especially at Bo 
“hum, oorth-west of Pieters- 
burg Dwars River. near 
Soeamekaar. and in Sekbuk- 
huseland. south east of 
P» — will be de 
stroved. too 

In Gazangzulu. the situation 
3 very bleak The Chief Min- 
ister. Professor Hudsoa 
Nisanwisi, said vesterday 
WO WO bead of cattle had so 
far been lost Damage esu- 
mated at more than R12-mul- 
‘on had been caused. 


Unmiy a muracie can save 
tbe thousands of other catte 
sul) ustlessiy roamung the 
territory cesperately 
searching for grazng or 
water 


drought tas reduced 
remaining catule to mere 
skeietons The land has been 
reduced Lo .ong stretches of 


hore gravel 


AILY MAIL 


y Mashabela] 


Prof Ntsanwisi said the 
territory had also lost about 
Ri4-million. Lasdowners 
have had no crops for the 
past two years and farmers 
have had to retrench workers 
as a result of the drought 


Hus t needed at 
least Ré4million over the 
next 12 months to belp the 
comrnunity 

Dr Cedne Phatadi, Chief 
Minister of Lebowa, de- 
scribed the drought situation 
ip his territory as “very seri- 
ous and frightening”. 


Representatives of Doth 
the Lebowa and Gazankulu 
governments would be meet- 
ing officials of the Central 


Govermment in Pretoria to- 
day to appeal for financia! 
for their territomes now 

suffering under blistering 
arought 

Peopie in Gazankulu told 
the Mail that when cattle 
diec they took only the liver 
and rump, discarding ail else 
because the rest was mere 
bone, with no meat left. 

For the past two years, ru- 
ral commumues in Gazap- 
kulu and Lebowa have had no 
ch and the peopie are now 
suffering from hunger and 
.ack of water. 

The high cost of living and 
~hromic upempovyment are 
Maing matters worse 
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Prices of foodstuffs in 
loca] stores are prohibitive. 
Ap bag of mealie mea! 
ae etween R25 and 


tween 10c and 2c each 
Inhabitants said tatoes 
were “very scarce’. Before 
the drought a mango cost Sc, 
tomatoes from 3c to 4c each 
and a banana 2c. 

Private medica! doctors 
serving communities in the 


region told the Rand Daily 
Mail that food deficiency and 
water-borne diseases were 
the biggest problems among 
inhabitants 

Malnutrition was common 
among children and peilagra 
among older children and 
adults, especialiy alcoholics. 
Even breastfed children 
were suffering from malnu- 
trition because of the ‘poor 
quality of milk” thev got 
from their mothers. 


The main water-borne 
diseases, among them ty- 
phoid and bilharzia, were 
ca diarrhoea and vomit- 
ing. infections ~ main- 
ly among children — were 
polio, measles and chest and 
eye ailments, said the 
doctors. 


Sexually transmitted 
diseases such as 
and syphilis had wecome 
common among people in the 
villages, too, they said. 
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DURBAN. — Natal 3s 





; about 343 WOU tons but es- ginecr’s Department 
facing an overall ¢esb- timates at this stage indi- commented yesterday 
a ae cate that the yield will be that the low reduction fig- 

only about 55 of —_— - 

drought and searing heat this figure. percent at Beton aphegs 2el 

shows no sign of abaung. The prolonged drought sponsible” residents were 

“Gloomy” summed up is also causing serious still watering their gar- 
the feelings of the vanous problems in Northern Zu- dens in the evenings. 

welfare bodies in agricul- luland where water rat- 4 these people 

tural unions intermewed joning has been mtro- He said tremely 
by The Ciuzen this week duced everywhere. There were bens 


over the drought situabon 
un the provinee 

Several agricultural co- 
operatives estimate thai 
the drought could have 
caused as much damage 
to produce a 9 percent 
crop failure — and this 
apptied to ail crops 

The hardest hit appears 
to be the maize crop. In 
several areas of Natal and 
Zululand the intensé heat 
has vurtuaily burnt away 
huge areas of maize 

The Natal Agnculrural 
Umoo 1s sill not m a pos- 
mon to give ap exact fig- 
ure of the maize crop loss 
but at thus stage it is ex- 
pected to be down about 
45 percent on last year 

The average yearty 
yreid for the province s 


: 
g 
1 
a8 


of the Pongola River. 


| 
: 


The drought 1s really 
biting residentally 0 the 
Pietermantzburg area. 
Here, a complete ban has 
been umposed on the use 
of hosepipes to water gar- 
dens; but in spite of this 
there bas only been a se- 
ven percent drop in water 
consumpuoo. 

A spokesman for the 
Pietermantzburg City En- 


tion im the level of the 
Midmar Dam, one of the 








TOWNS ASK FOR TRUCKS 
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Articie dv Tim Clarke, 


THE South Afncan 
Transport Services have 
been asked to make 


Many of them said they 
were ‘barely keeping 
body and soul together” 
and had been forced to 
pay off labourers who hac 
worted on they farms for 


many years. 


With the Pongoia River 
at its lowest ebb in 3 
years. farmers have aiso 
been forced to cut back 
on drawing water from 


TO FERRY 
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the nver for irmgauon. 

Towns in the area have 
stopped drawing water 
from the river because it 
s&S suspected the water 
could have been polluted 
by a large number of dead 
fish. 


South Afnmcan Trans 
port Services have agreed 
to ferry water from Rich- 
ards Bay to Goillel, near 
the Swaziland border, 
which is virtually running 
dry. There is little dnnk- 
ing Water in the town and 
00 water availabie to use 
on gardens 

The SA Transport Ser- 
vices have also been sup- 
piying water to Lavamusa., 
a town of 4000 inhal- 
tants in Swaziland 


Farmers in the Pongola 
area say the water in the 
river beyond the weir has 
been reduced to a tnckle 
and the need :o build a 
dam in the area was now 
great 

They said they hoped 
the Government would 
take nonce of the senous 
situation in the area 








RIVER POLLUTION HITS KRUGER PARK 
onamnesdDurg “HE STAR in English 10 Feb 
Article ty Ciyde Johnson 
Text 


Polluted silt bas all but sterilised the 
Olifants River in the Kruger National 
Park in what has been described as the 
Lowveld’s worst fish kill in 75 years and 
only barbel are known to have survived. 

The park’s Cuef Warden Dr Uys de V Pienaar, 
who descmbed the incident as “catastrophic,” 
said the ecology of the Olifants vailey may take 


decades to recover. 

We are netting the river to deterinine our losses. 
lt appears pollution may have wiped out the eaayerny 
of the 20-or-so species of fish in the river. 

The stench of death has drifted to Satara rest camp 
"S KM away 

Visitors and staff at Satara and Olifants camps 
sere unable '0 use domestic water until it had been 
treated The major cause of the polluuon disaster is 
aoperentivy conte mumated sult from the dam outside 
ihe para 

Thick siudge im- 
pregnated with beavy 


Dr Pienaar said 80 
years of conservation and 





metais that are lethal to 
fish is clogging much of 
tne river The pH reading 
s 2.9 about Lhe acidity 
if vinegar 

The Departmeat of 
Water Affairs us invest- 
gaung #hat \' describes 
as the worst fish kill in 65 
years The last fis® bull 
was .1 the 1920s when 
Mass gold mines oear 
the Neadwaters of the 
Satie River poiluted the 
Water With mercury 


reservation had been 
iost and every part of 
river life had been af- 
fected 

Eels which Lived in the 
river for 20 to W years 
had died and hippo had 
been deprived of their 
habitat because pools had 
silted up 


! 


§2 5 1M 


rrecautions 
ERED 

The reason for the acid 
and meta! pollution was 
still a mystery but Dr 


Pienaar said it was im- 
portant the guilty 

be traced as quickly as 
possibie 


They must be suitably 
prosecuted and strict 
precautions must be tak- 
en to avoid a repitition of 
this disaster 

Water Board officials 


at Phalaborwa yesterday ’ 


refused to comment on 
the incident because it 
was considered a domes- 
tic matter 

The Star was referred 
to the Water Board's 
chairman. Mr Louis 
Fourie but he could not 
be contacted 

@ The Levuhu Rive: 
which runs through the 
wildest area of the part 
— the Pafur: — is under 
threat from poiution be 
cause of planned coa 
mining .n Venda 


@ The Lower Sabie is 
threatened continuously 
by depleted water It is 
being tapped more and 
more by development 
outside the park and is 
also periodically conta- 
| minated by pestcides 
| washed off agricultural 
| land. Most of its fish 
carry residues of pesti- 
cides. 
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STERKFONTEIN DAM GIVEN 


Ferguson] 
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Will it be needec 
(Usually late rains {11 
Vaaldam to a safe leve! 
but, one day, one year, a 
drought will empty it and 
Sterkfontein will rescue 


us 


Next year will be bet- 
ter Vaaldam is being 
raised by six metres to 
increase its capacity 
from 2 191 mcm to 2529 
mem At Sterkfontein 
Dam the bag earth wall is 
being rai from 63 m to 
13 m, boosting its capac- 
tv to 2659 mcm -- even 
more than the enlarged 
\ aaldam 


At Sterkfontein water 

stored safely, the dam 
is SO deep that evapora 
tion is Only a fifth of that 
at Vaaldam 

Sterkfontein water 
cornes from Natal — out 
f the Tugela River to 
quench your thirst in Jo 
hunnesbur,g 


The beauty of the 
cheme is that every 
drop imported from ‘NVa- 
tal will grow to two- 
and-a-half drops ai the 
Vaa! River Barrage 
where the Rand Water 
Roard diverts yvour wat 


- 
an 


[his is possible because 


’ 
the Sterkfonte water 


reserve enables the Di- 
rectorate of Water Af 
fairs to operate Vaaldam 
at a high msk of supply 
failure it can now safely 
allow the level of the 
Vaaldam to drop to 20 
percent of capacity. Thus 
the average water level 
of the dam will be much 
lower than before. ex 
posing less water surface 
and greatly recucing 
Cvaporation And. by 
having more spare ca 
pacity, Vaaldam can tray 
far more floodwater for 
beneficial use 


Vaaldam boating en 


thusiasts will have to 
cope with wide fluctua 
LIONS if ihe water .ev' 
Bui the 345 mcm of 7 
cia water received a 
Sterkfontein boost ¢?> 

if ‘ eid of the Yaa 
River dams bv 800 rm 
mnua \ 0 
a 34 cm. Th ‘ 
i juate ntil p 

Tou te 4 * 

iv Gown 

tr arpment 

In 1974 a barrage 
huitan the Upper Tugs 
River at Driel. ne 
Bergville with a. put 

mn ji ing tle 

through a varge pipe 

j point four k 

reé { the west 
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Jager>rust Far Na ‘ 
fou { re ‘ off ent 
There i Prec rate 
of Water Affairs sec to 
operate a second pump 
station fting 130 mem 
annually. 492m up int 
Steratontein Dam bevor 
the waterTsne 
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no ; 
are rum Gown the o:re 
again to generate elec- 
tricity, putting power 
back into the grid when it 
is nvedec most 
So the same water 
flows up and down the 
mountain in a daily 
rhvthm 
The four giant motors 
and pumps usec to Dring 
the water up during the 
pumping phase are 
simply reversed anc 
function as turbines and 
generators in tne gen- 
Crating phase 
Starting with Drickiloof 
full on Monday mornings 
it is empty after the fifth 
generating phase on Fri- 
jay nights) Then Driex- 
oof is filled again on 
Saturdays spilling over 
into the rest of Sterkfon- 
tein Dam for 10% hours 
every day 
m this way Ster«fon- 
tein sets 347 mcm an- 
nuaily for Vaal and Es 
com evens out part of its 
power fluctuations Dy 
operating the pumped 
Storage scheme 
Taking into account a 
jarge dam at Woodstock 
above Driel, to regulate 
the Upper Tugela and 
another near Spioenskop 
to stabilise the river 
Gownstream, ire who.e 
series of works cost the 
\axpayer R600 million 
By building an addi- 
tional flocdwater dam 
below Spioenkop, wal ft 
from Spicoenkop Dam can 
80 De usec lO augment 
Vaal The pumping time 
al gscom s water Dalter, 


will then be extendec 


inis Wiis Que? ) 


‘ 


’ 


Johannesburg's thirst un- 
tul around 2000 

The next stage will be 
to pump water from the 
Hendrik Verwoerd Dam 
on the Orange River a1) 
the way up to the Reef 
and. after that, Johan- 
nesburg will have to look 
to new, cheaper 
Ss awater-desalting tech- 
nology Ths will be the 
ultimate solution 

At some stage the cily 
will have to embark on 
desalting its water to 
protect the ecology of the 
Hartbeespoort Dam 
sysiem ints which its 
sewage is now dumped 
This will cost Ri 200 
million Capital outlay 
at 1982 prices 

Another R800 million 
may be earmarked for 
progressively re-cvcling 


Johannesburg scwerage 


water Both schemes 
vetner will mean 4a 
hurden of between R} 
and R2 a cubic metre oi 
water in Capita. Costs. of 
We to 60c a cubic metre 
as @ Currelin charge ] 
will mean Gout g of 
tripling the present wat 
er charge of 3x 

That ne u ip 
the outlay for tne « 
tended Tugela schen 
the still uncharted fe 
dr'k Verwoerc Dan 
water SUPPIS svVSier 
the der-saiting of © 
water 

it does not ses ae 
ist pect the cot 

\ a8 a whoe r 
nue t foo nost 

shu gs ‘ 

Duy ps bill for eve 











BRIEFS 


; S TROY G --Cape Town--Forty separate bush fires have destroyed 
52 O ctares of veld in the southern and southwestern Cape in the past 
four months, the Administrator of the Cape, Mr Gene Louw, said ac the weekend. 
peaking at the ning of an environmental education centre at the De hoop- 
Potberg Nature serve near Bredasdorp, he said an average of 700 hectares 
jay had been ravaged by fires which, in most cases, were caused by human 
error or gligence., he education centre will provide courses in ecology 
ind conservation for schoolchildren, student teachers and youth leaders. 
Mr Louw sa mtrol and development of the Cape’s long coastline was 
mp licat by vlapping bureaucracy. Local authorities could therefore 
not exercise complete control over the large-scale removal of bait for 
commercial purposes. ‘We are powerless when a permit not issued by us allows 
the permit holder to remove half a ton of red bait a month over 50 km of 
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l6 km falls within the nature reserve." The nature 
hould be closed to such permit holders and the province 
xercise complete control over the removal of bait from 
coast. He also expressed concern over the Southern 
s which is being destroyed by intensive urbanisation and 
practices.--SAPA [Text Johannesburg THE CITIZEN 
8! 
R RBS--Pietermaritzburg residents are now facing some 
restrictions in the history of the Natal capital as 
ervthing possible to conserve the dwindling water 
the works committee of the council on Wednesday 
1 complete ban on the use of hosepipes for 
Kesmar said yesterday that a notice will be 
» 7 ing the use of hosepipes tor watering gardens 
ting t filling of swimming poois to between 5 pm and 
The ban om hosepipes, however, will not apply to Govern- 
erctal nurseries. The watering of turf wickets, 
ens will be allowed between 9 am and 11 am on 
re will also be a ban on sprinklers and the use of 
A The works mmitcee decided on the drasti« 
' epor rom the lity engineer, Mr Graham Atkinson. 
t yvater in the dams supplying the city, the Midmar 
im, WwaS caus r grave concern. At present resi- 
wa t r gard wit osepipes between 2 pm and 
Text annesburg THE CITIZEN 18 Feb 83 








NATAL DROUGHT CRITICAL=--The drought is so critical in Xortnern Nata. tnat at 
least six towns have now imposed severe water restrictions. ine worst aI- 
rected area appears t> be at Vryheid where restrictions e deen in torce r 
tw ears 4 spokesman for the town council said yestercay that the situa- 
ion was " esperate’. e said that e believed local esicents were dlay ing 
t zame in conserving water but that the “terrible heat" was sapping all 
wwailable water supplies. He pointed out that one of the two dams supplying 
the town with water was now only 10 percent full. It has been decided to 
top drawing water ‘rom the dam. Water restrictions have also been enforcec 
this week in the two mining areas of Clifdale and Vaalbank near Vryheic. ) 
There are big coal mines in the area and the continuing drought could aftect | 
~ . . 
roduction. Water restrictions are also in force at Dundee, Glencoe, New- 
-astle, Paulpietersburg and Utrecht. The maize crops in these areas Nave ain~ 
most all withered away from the fierce heat and the grazing situation is aiso 
ritical. [Text] [Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English is Feb 83 p 11) 


FS CANAL--Cape Town.--The Government has decided to go ahead with the con- 
struction of a R60-million canal scheme between the P K le Roux Dam and the 


cecision had been taken despite severe financial restrictions, the Min- 
r of Environmental Affairs and Fisheries, Mr Sarel Hayward, said in a 
ement issued in Cape Town. The Rietrivier area was experiencing an ex- 


ceptional drought period and the Kalkfonteindam had only been able to meet 
recuirements to a very limited extent for the last few years, he said. ‘This 


© 
dam presently contains less than 3 percent of its capacity and no water could 

© leased in the current season." The irrigation farmers in the Rietrivier 
water scheme were experiencing serious socio-economic problems and financial! 
aid was already being given to them. After the Department of Environment Af- 
fairs, in co-operation with the Department of Agriculture, had considered 
various possibilities to improve the situation, it had been decided to go 

thead with the construction of the canal scheme despite severe financial re- 
tions, Mr Hayward said. The scheme will form part of the proposed 
ranwe River project. It consists mainly of a pump station and an ascending 
nduit at the end of the Vanderkloof scheme's existing rightbank main canal, 

ll as a canal of over 100 km to the Rietrivier area, and a number of regu- 

lating dams. "The estimated cost of completing the scheme at present prices 
is about R60-million and it is intended to start construction in April 1982," 


—-- ~ + 
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DLT tronicaliv the country has more water than last year because of the commis- 
Siloning of a number of new dams. Water for irrigation has been cut to a very 
lacge extent, with the farmers’ quota having been restricted to "get them 
r-hrouga this year and into the nexc". [Text] {Jonannesburg THE CITIZEN in 
English 1 Mar 83 p 8) 
-- tanding ¢ itcee inquiry into the economic 
iti . farmers anc ¢ suppiv of agriculturai produce has been instructed 
f r mendations Delore the zovernment before the end of the next month 
t tle ¢t ernment c nsider further assistance to agriculture. The 
ter 44 leure, Mr Greyling Wentzei, said in Cape Town that the 
ronment S aWare tnat tne extent and intensity of the vresent drought 
soul Serlous miedium- and long-term eftect on agricultuce. That was 
rament nad instructed the Jakobs Committee to prepare its recon- 
s. Mr Wentzel said in a statement that he had informed the cabinet 
: ecent deve ments in the drougnt and of the fact that conditions 
W worating daily. The cabinet has given approval for the immediate 
{ r tin implementation of existing drought aid schemes, and wher- 
t xe Sche may be adapted to cope with the situation for the 
¢ : it reafilirmed its determination to assist farmers in 
foult t1 : further announcement on additional aid would be made 
2xt (MB208&50 Johannesburg Domestic Service in 
] i eb 83 
--Cape Town--The Governmerct had instructed the standing committee 
tigation into th conomic position of the farmer and agricultural 
7 ner the Jacobs Committee) to make recommendations before 
co enable it to consider further measures to aid farmers in drought- 
t reas. Announcing this in Cape Town yesterday, Mr Greyling Wentzel 
4 nformed th abinet fully about the dire drought conditions as 
fact that the situation was deteriorating daily. "The Government 
ut ot state of emergency that has developed in agricw cures 
n rtain areas, and has noted the steps already taken to dete 
t situation and its implication. "The cabinet has agreed, as 
mediate future is concerned, to the Sen Giuakion of existing 
ran programmes anc chat tnese schemes be adapted wherever 
; I vernment wants to a re the farming community of its 
; ‘mn this difficult time. "A further announcement about additionai 
. wil] mid ; SOon as possible,’ Mr Wentzel said.--Sapa [Text 
r ’ Mn nelish 24 "er 83 p 16] 
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SUGAR cane yreids m the 
lowveld are expected (0 drop 
by five per cent because of 
thus year s drougni 

This will mean a shortfail 
of more than E! millon in 
farmers gross income 

The generai manager of 
the Swaziland = Iimgation 
Scheme. Mr Dave Clark 
confirmed that sugar cane 
farmers already antxipated 
the five per cent drop this 
season 

“The drought situation in 
the caichment of the Komats 
Ruver both in the Republic 
and in Swazuand. remains 
extreme.) semous for ical 
comumérs oof —s inmgation 
eater from che Komati 
River” Mir Clark wad 

He addes ~ Although rain 
nas failen cally no Tshanen: 
anc Mohiume during 
january ‘ne flow of the 
Komai: River remains very 
mow Whereas “rom ine . 965 


83 records tne “ow of ine 
nver dunng January as 
averaged =| AK CUSESS 
during January ‘ne average 
fow ras een only 382 
CuSecs © 

Acoording 10 Ms Clark 
rairnfaii ‘or Jancam 1985 
nad feer 200 mm agains: 
the wng (e7m average of 
*onr The ain nad 
esullec m the sugar cane 


Gul + anand 7+ - ~ 
CANE YIELDS 
- 7 — — 
Englisn 7 Feb 8 


crop being saved from 
almosi certain disaster for 


1983 Further was 
requred  iocaliy during 
February and March io 
ensure that the joss of yield 
did Not increase 


rain 


“Very strict waiter 
relauioning has been 
introduced anc consumers of 
water are now only 2S per 
cent of their total 
requirements. “Mir Clark 


toid The Times 
He said (he ravoning was 


necessary (oO ensure thai (ne 
water in the Sand River 
Dam was used [to pest 


ac aniage with (he presents 
predicted unrehabilit, of the 
Komat: River in the coming 
winter 

The drought situavon in 
Soutnern Afnmca is worrying 
many \eading personalities 
iN VOI ved IN w aier resources 

The senor water 
resources engineer in ine 
Minisiry of Works. Power 
and Communsnaions. MV 
Tom Brook as sac (Nal 
uniess (ne country rece:ves 
Susiainec =faiNidh | Sure 
February anc eu month 
the on 
for many 
wdc "ec «4 x 


Tua: 
He 


« uinern s+ & easier’ 
Afncan was ulleciec ic 
droughi ir 


varves 


SAWN Oui | 


+, it0 
All the river flows were 


tower (Nan ney Nad been on 
many years and (he siiuaiion 
was very semous 


Mr Brook has revealed 
that South Aifrxa nad 
already released Te? 
Swaziland |0.5 million cubs 
metres from  \ gedoom 
Dam over several occasions 
since asi A ugusi 


Meanwhile. The Lowveider 
newspaper of the Transvaa. 
has reported tha! the Waiter 
Research Commisswn has 
initiated a ‘Our vear 
screntific raintail stumuiation 
proyect in che Nelspruit area 


ime cOwveider wic (Ne 
Prowect way Jesgnec (0 
determine wnether potential 
exisied for rain {ail 
sumulation im the area 
around Nelspruit 

The Swaziiark 
government ts 01 involved 
at ali in (he project aahougn 
ne Ainglvom eoukK © 


mleresied in the results 


4 senior government 
{'w ld! CG The Tames 
Ths os a very vers 

evpensive prorect: You Nave 

Da’ Ne tiane and ine 
er wmmcide os€c A wl 
work as wen Jone ali ove 
Mou Aivmna Sul ins 
aneme Nas WI Wer Drove 

arvarere Ne wig 
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THE .ush green 
Groug .t-stricken 
Invanga and areas 
mediately surroundag it 
provide @ stpaag con- 
trast to the generaiiv and 
conditions im Maadica.and. 

For in the mounta.a3 
there Nag Deen enough ra 
to Keep fields green, wiue 

rther west, south aad 
tn. Manicaiand is suf- 
g from a drought 
nas Killed cattle and 
crops alxe, as wel as a 
few pecopie. 

Alth nugh ip the moun- 
tains tne streams are stil 
farther south, the 


"l-s 
a1 


een re 
Gae 
& 
ef 


i “it . 
. a nr > ° stA 
Sao: River ‘nat prov.ces 


the Lowveld with water 
fowing 4&- 


omeoc 


e.og among tne 
- 


af 


Others, despite repiant- 
ing, will Dor be so iucKky 


Harare’s Assis cnt 
Director (Field), Mr Mu- 
netsi Pswaray!. said: “It's 


a disastrous situation. And 
no decision on help has 
been made for people liv- 
ing in these areas.” 


He uggested smal) 
farmers should sel: their 
old cattle and keer oaly 


the hardier young cues. 

“Even if we do get 8 
little rain, the grass that 
grows wt! not feed al] the 
cattle.” he said. “Farmers 
nould get md of their old 
stock amd keep jus: th 
young. That way there 
should be enough food for 
the young without having 
to feed old stocx.” 

He also said there was 


mo reason why cattle 
should be driven to re. 
setLement areas because 
in the end many cattle 


wou.d be lost that way 

But it ts not just the 
outlying areas of Manica- 
land that have been hit 
severely Dy the drought. 

The Mutare City Coure- 
“1] recently restricted 
water use 


Residents in the town 


are sot allowed ‘o use 
nesegipes or sprinklers 
and they cannot wash 


~ 
their 


cars 


Any abuse of these re- 
Strictions means a §1 000 
fine. 

The City Esg:ineer in 
Siutare, Mr Mohindar 
chosia, said that althougn 
Lake Alexander, whicn 
supplies al the water to 


Mutare, was pot as lo 
ag it was in 1973 (59,7 
percent fuil), it was 


rapidly approaching that 
level. 

“Lake Alexander is now 
64 perceme full,’ he said. 
“When it reaches 60 per- 
Ceat, the council] will have 
to place further restric- 
tuoms on the use of water.” 


restrictions 
had oeen imposed, da:ly 
water cousumption fad 
been cut from 27000 m¢ 
to 220600 m’ 

“But in December 


Since the 


‘as? 


year, the dam was 77 per- 
cect full.” said Mr Kao 
Sia “In tne Ppas* few 


months. more than 13 per- 


cent of :he water from 
Lake Alexander Nay Deen 
lost. 

We are just waiting 


fer the Migistry of Water 
Resources and Deveop- 
ment to come to a decision 
before imposing steraer 
water restrictions.” 


7 TammemIem 
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A LIST of priorities 
covering areas of im- 
mediate concern in 
drought affected com- 
munal areas has been 
drawn up by the presi- 
dent of the National 
Farmers’ Association 
of Zimbabwe, Cde 
Robinson Gapere. 


Top of the list ls a call 
om the Government to 
seriousiy consider giving 
drougnt relief to pro- 
ducers im regions most 
suffering to avoid what 
Cade Gapare described as 
“brruTunen, disaster’ 

He suggested thre 
Agr:cultural Finasce Cor- 
poration should a@licw as- 
socialcs memoders_ stil! 
owing 1981-82 (cans to 
carry them to the 1983-84 


Scme farmers nave 
ast seasons cams which 
ne tO pay 


tre 3 a7en they pay 
had ne an iw \ave a 
5 yy = ger “teres 
isTaz 7 ac"emes he 
sa.c sr 4 De started 
withou fe ay to redress 
tre .m> ance ‘“®ing heav- 
Ae z ed S rr r* ng 
Fh Pp productiog at tne ex- 
ers ‘ ve.g Management 


Cde Gapare appealed to 
NFAZ members to sei! oid 
stock likely to die of 
Grought and keep young 
stock for breeding 

“There ‘is real need to 
convince the farmers that 
there ls weaith in 
livestock both on hoof and 
op the hook.” 

The Government should 
foim hands with the as- 
sociation which has 
started a vigorous cam- 
paign to encourage the 
farmers to build dams and 
fence off sponges 


These suggetucns were 
dbased on a countrywide 
Grought prove Dy the as- 
sociation indicating severe 
..vestocK loss pos:ng 
serious draugnt power 
probiems next season. 

The Minister of Agricul- 
ture. Senator Denis Nor- 
man has told Parliament 
drougnt reef was no' 
being thought of at the 
momest. 

Last season Senator 
wor™masa assousceqd that 
Grougnm: relief had bees 


- . . . 
scraoped :n favour of gen- 


ermus asic =roduce: 
~ * “es The &.*ersa’ rn 
woulgd "e to reduce price 
aoc se. up a fund for the 
BOt-3$c ra ay 3a’ 

Parvwung = s¢ ? have 
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THE droeght eas 2 ‘natiowa! dis- 
aster) «and its finsacial effect oa 
meny commercial farmers had 
been drematk. particularly for 
those 1s (he maize and beef sector 
sand the premdenit of the ( om- 
mercaal barmer, | nvoan. Mr Jim 
“acta, dunnag ea imierview this 
werk. 

rie sac (Nat Commeraal faimers 
produced 54% o: ‘ne food maract 
ec in Zmbabee, and sudstaniaily 
nore in drougnh! -ears which affex 
ec communa ‘armcrs More (han 
he COMME! sev f 

ring (Ne .nlery.ew, Ppudiusned 
- The Farmer magaune, Mi Sin 


clan ‘and Grougt Zimbabee 
eee Not uncommon and he hoped 


4.05500 “ad been carned (rom i"5 
we 
mw 6TeheEnMCce and Cetermina 


aend of 3 


r *) “S .2nc 
acer gone! pe esied afc | 
2 old at ” 4 vernmenit $s ut 


F mime a ‘ 4 re 4 
__ 4 7 Swone c 
é star Nor "nt ’ a 
see 
aa ne 5 
J i ‘he nmer oid arme 
e THT und ‘ ¢ ad ™“ 
* £ a? hs ¢ , 4 4 
i c ae | #tle ec 
4a 4s , ¢ 
7 ai'f $ ame «i Ty 
cs er 4 4a ure : 
‘ an “a ernme 
rhs 4 ares * °~* 4 


WARNING 


He warned of whe effects of ih 
Jroug’l, saying we were sul not 
over the worst of mt. ‘I doubt if we 
wil) Rate any [ood export capaci'y 
‘or some ume to come “ 

its effects had been “‘dramat 
sally detmmental’’ on maize 
Cate would be more of 4 jong- 
term problem due ‘o “‘Gecima 
uon’’ of ine beef herd although in 
tne short-term there would be 
menty of beef. There were aso 


rious probiems of insufficient 
water for wurigatied crops ‘this 
sinter 

But, saad Mr Sinclair, the sit- 
Jaton -ould be worse. The nation 
<Casid stul be fed because of tne 
pubstanual sionkpue of food, par 
Ucwary Mauwe, wruch Nac bern 
Mult up over tne good years 

But Government must start 

manning Pow, anc indicauons are 
hal if is Gomg $0, to ensure ade 
yuate supples of food to peopie in 
jrougnt affected areas. Without 
ur reserves of mae |( could Nave 
bern an even greater disaster " 

Referring ‘o ‘‘some Opposition 
e@rnhin Government’ to the idea of 
“Onng arge Sockpiles, Mr Sin 
sai. Said ‘im sure Uus oppo 
wiuom Nas wilted uke our Mae 
Trop in the current droughi Pood 
Stack pues 19 af uncemain cumatc 
environment like Zimbabwe are 
esseniias Anvone opposed (0 this 
yuKY SOW (6 O}DVIOUS ncorrect 


in his thinkung on the food pro- 
biem."" 

Mr Sinclair added thai in his 
view the Government musi now be 
looking at how to ensure contunu- 
ed commercial production, part- 
cularly from a farmer-viaduility 
point of view 


DISCUSSING 


‘We, the CFU, have our ideas 
oo this subject and are discussing 
ihese ideas with Government. Pro- 
ducer prnces and food surpiuses are 
all a part of how the future of 
farming in Zimbabwe is to De de- 
termined. ** —_— 

According 'o (Ne Maganne, pro- 
ducer proce talks start this ween. 
The CFL is reported to have pre- 
parec a ‘‘package’’ for improved 
producer proces, (aking into 
account the impact of inflation on 
commercial agnculture which was 
saud tO De Quile dramatic 
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DHE Zimbabwe Pro- 
ducer and Marketing 
(o-operative Organis- 
atiol appeals for more 
aid for some of its 52 
fledcling co-operatives 
hanging in balance be- 
cause of drought. 
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TO COPE WITH DROUGHT 


English 4 Feb 83 p 10 


year waoich had been made 
by farmers at VukKuzenze.e 
Co-operative, Zvishavane. 
The chairman, Cde Siv 
Masuku, said crops had 
heen ruined amd neignbour- 
ing communal = farmers 
were battling to get food 
and water 

The co-operative had 
been getting vegetables 
from a garden which had 
folded as the mver which 
nad been supp!ywmog water 
had dried up 

The irrigatior scheme at 
Batsiranal J evelopment 
Co-operative Soctety. Snu- 
mva, was working ufder 
strain and ‘the manage- 
men committee was 
thinking of reducing land 
inder irrigation. 


The chairman, Cde 
T-ngai Mazorodze, sa:d 
, Werte anable to keep 
wheir eignt-day irmga- 
a cycle 
4: Cold Comfort Co 
cerative Society. Harare. 
e chairman, Cde Cephgs 
‘iuropa. said the situation 
was Dad, bur the sett.e- 
emt had other resources 
depend o@ 
qe urged the Govern- 


"rer to atc CcoO-OD?ratives 
‘niin should diversifv to 
- e Groug it 

e a 4 2perauves 

» * ed °* “.mba- 

°? Producer and Market- 

Z 'TRanisat.oo anion 

. isnes Vanguard aews. 
er adi*ec oY Cae 


Mortts Mtsamoiwa, 


AFTER high expectations eariier 
this seasoe Zimbabwe's cotton 
crop is unlikely to reach the hoped- 
for targei 200 000 toanes. Drought 
coaditioas are cow affecting many 
growing areas which are reporting 
a loss in yield potential. 

Early planied cotton in Kadoma 
area is likely to be 30% to 40% 
down, according to this week's 
ediuon of The Farmer magazie. 

The mud-Sabi areas report that 
yields may be down by iS jo 
24% due to high evaporauon and 
urmgation probiems, bui crops in 
the Lowveld and Midlands are said 
to be looking good. The esumaied 
overall potential yield joss as at 
January 20 was 15% to 20% 
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] Ola! 1982 crop had been 
$01 wilh Ihe excepuon Ol a few 
(housand dales OCINg retained for 
ted! © OFSUMPUON Sales to South 
AInca were ~-ODUNUINg at nomina! 
levels as the textile INGUSLTY 1M that 
~Ouniry was feeling the effect of 
recession 

But the report said that this pos,- 
“On Mught umprove as informauon 
from south Afnca indicated that 
‘he Cotton Co-op, a[Cacy at alow 
evel due to unfavourable Prices 
coud De senously affected by 
Crougnhi 


it was at that daie confident that 
it would be able (o sel. (Ne Liatata 
“very accepladiec price. as 
Zimbabwe cotton was suil at «a 
pretmum overseas fOr 1s migh 
Quality anc cleainess 

However, The Farmer reporied 
Uus week thal on the internauonal 
markeung «ene (the genera 
OULOOK [Or woric proces was “‘a! 
dest obscure wih a2 0oearish 
market" being evident. Trading 
acuvity was currently ai a low ebdD 
bui the Cotton Marketing Reward 
was hopeful of an upturn towards 
une end of this year 
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st month, the pro 
he said 16 babies 
Ten deaths had 
had occurred at 
Hospital too late 
Ss too advanced," 
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CONOMIC MLASURES FOR PROTECTION, USE OF NATURAL RESOURCES 
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icle by V.M. Afremov, Candidate of cconomic Sciences and senior scientific 


r at the Scientitic Research Institute of Finance: ‘Payment for Natural 
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Kt Natural resources -- water, air, minerals, timber, soil -- play a 


‘ndous role. These important components of man's habitat and productive 


ces Serve to satisfy extremely diverse requirements of society. Our country 
rich supplies ot natural resources at its disposal which define to a 
iSidverable degree its economic might. 


requirements for natural resources are increasing annually in connection 
* 


he rapicly developing national economy. Meanwhile the natural scantiness 


resources, the inability to reproduce many of them and the large 
itures required tor deveioping new deposits are moving into the toreground 


Cask of ensuring that they are used and protected in @ rational manner. 


reQuirement for a thrifty attitude towards natural resources was advancec 


we very first years of Soviet rule. V.I. Lenin's idea 
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erning the need for realizing maximum economies in the use Of natural 


yurce t id« the foundation for measures carried out in our country sinmec 
rotectitr nature. The natural resources of the USSR have beer nationalized 
are th roperty of the people. This circumstance favors their mors 

t ~ilization Many problems concerned with the rational use anc 


tion ot natura. resources @re reflected in the decisions hande cown 
Driat sS$esS Aarau jj the party ana OVE rnmenta, ecrees. 
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, solutions are still not being founc for some problems associatec wi 
rational use of nature and in the case of a number of these problems Che 
mtists anc practical workers differ in their opinions as to how best the 
be solvec. 

regar< to achieving a more rational use of nature, great importance is 
chec to the payments for the use of naturai resources. This includes 
nts into the budget for geological-exploratory work, fixed (rental) 
ents, forestry income and payments for water. cach payment occupies a 
nite place in the system for mobilizing and distributin, the financial 
urces of the state. 
proportion of payments into the budget for natural resources, comparec ¢ 
overall income, is negligible, althou sh the role played by such payments 
Zreat 
ctual practice, the existing system for making such payments has a numbe 
shstanctial shortcomings. The payments for geological-expioratory work 
compensate for the actual expenditures of the state, they do not encompa 
at tne types of minerals and they are not always considered to be the mo 
sCive method. 1e rental payments do not take into account the totality 
-forming factors, in many Dranches of the extractive industry they Nave 
been introduced into Operations and the methods for computing them leav 
at ai to be cesired. During some periods the forestry payments do no 
r ¢ 2 ses for forestation and reforestation work and they do not fu 
santo account ¢t differentiated rent for torestry resources. The adsen 
effective mechanism for stimulating the rational utilization of natura 
srces alsO Serves as @ Serious shortcoming. 

.S Teyard, a great role can be played by payments for the resources 
cturall iffering from existing payments but combining their functions, 
w Da ¢ structure will make it possible to take into account and ¢t 

at C Ju .Or expenses incurtrs ror the ceveiopment of resource 

Create relatively uniform economic conditiors for those organizations 

Cerprises whici utilize resources of different quality, material inter 
rat al ulilizatio yt nature 
TODiems CONCe®rhe aith payments for natura@i resources have beer cr 
4$Si i U4 press for a io eri Of time Many Soviet 
i $i a€ayments to be advisabie Fo ‘ample, 
Anacnaturo t ~nac the Cnritt Caiaization oO! atural urcé 
ar R t rests of society ar that mor ffic Cu 
3% ; timuiat . He propos: th ntroacuction intc i 
aCe C ic luation for resourc a for ¢t r 
Vv onomis nate the legalic yt pavment or natura 
\ j cialism they are national at @re a stat 
5 : a suc payment iPpOs N < aintai that 
AS c requir ior resout $ tor commoci 
; t : : resou ‘ ca C \ . é a a 
a j t a iew ff 
a . | rnanp, a Cons AC J Av ul J 
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natural resOurces belonging cto Che state are al 
jal economic subunits (enterprises) for use. How 
nat following a cransfer the state continues CO 
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capitalist market. However, in the interreiationshins 
Cerprises, during tre period of their transfer fro 
ev osSume the form ol a commodity and thus must nave 
orice for natural resources is a form of payment fo 
© for natural resources raises the need for solv 
s, Mainly of a methocological nature: determining 
ructure, speciai purpose functions, production cost 
dirtferentiation and the erfective periods for tie 
lmu.cacting mechanism, establishing tne system for 
[Osts, profits and prices and uncovering the finance 
avinevit and Che trends for its use. 
eit rould oe exacted srom the primary consumers of 
ney are Cne ones who procure and use the natura, fr 
Slr Own prowuclion dacciavilies. ne payers must De 
ises (associations, yabines) which extract tne mine 
Ji « tne water a Dayment saouid odviousiv be 
e Of natural resource separately. Definite pnysicai 
, cubic meter) can serve as natural objects for rat 
; 
resources should Irganized according to uniform 
iw basis of a uniform structure. The structure 
ral resources is Jifferent A forestry payment 
r tOrestry managen expenses anc for differentia, 
rals, reimbursement is made for geological explosa 
-S are made At <P ame time, the payment for wa 
nt rceguir for covering Current expenses for tne 
rc 
4 x »O I ‘ UNS LS waimiv Or CAeLF Pr1ic ) C < 
i © anc de TNH XxpeOSeCS and rOoOT.Le i 
, Water anc geco.osicai exploratory economi: Al 
salrtereneael Tent Ll TeQuictec, 1fs actual struc 
rat.iona@i ulliization of naturdi resources. 


3 ai‘ ~ « IOV A >) 4 Y ¢ Gu i r e rié t S cat saSs ANle 
#nicn wiil be greativ dependent upor. a cor: 
AaLUurai reSour Che payment struclure. 
e determine’ accoruing to the sum of Che 
, a 
C leve. for tne inuividual types of natural 
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C races depencing upon the territorial expenses 
for these resources leads to the formation of 
bility per unit of output, for reasons which ace 
Cy of the enterprises. And chis undermines thy 
, Glstribution according to labor and material 
Or ali of the payer-enterprises to provide 
ed expenses in icentical amounts (in the amount o1 
unit of output. Ac the seme time, the rates for 
~entilated according to flue rent forming féctors, in 
2lative smoothing out of the differences in th 
work C£ Organizations, payer-enterprises anc tie 
ment rates for natural resources shoulc oe conpute 
ective period for the pians for the economic 4: 
R ang ror the purposeful functioning of c 
eved that these races should de established in firm 
3 differenciated by years of the five-year pla: 
the production costs and in the rent-fcrzin, 
of the rates may differ from those plannec 
rent deyvree of utilization of the natural 
will make it possible to determine more accurateiy 
tes by years of the fiveryear plan, to examine Che 
the expenses of geolo,ical-exploratory, forestry 
clons and to utilize the natural resources more 
rises for che irrational utilization of natur 
es of minerals and timber, excessive use of water 
ulus in such instances tne actual amounts of the 
amounts. sch @ system is already ing 
»r and it should alsc be established for timter 
he rates for fine payments must excee 
arn tnreefold. In the process, the total amourt o 
etermined by maultiplying the fine rate by ch 
and above the norm (minerals, timber) or us 
"a ) ° The >ontridutions to the incenCivr fu: . Sf 
‘ this same amount. 
: -ne Selectior of the cost category (producti 
Structure of wnica the pavment for the natura! 
account we consider it to be theoretically 
:ction rs of enterprises -- consumers of thes 
rofits of sunpliereorganizations for e natural 
er orOcuct.on consumptior The dificrentila 
mer-enterprises must be singled out is cheir 
amount of nt, determined accorcing cto 
.udecd im the actCuaé. production costs ot a 
sc ang tN amount. Of tnelr proricts 
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(1. 


increased significantly during the last year. Of the cotire forest area 
nillion hectares), as much as 50,000 hectares of silver-fir terrain is 


tiseased, some of it is already dead. More than 70,000 hectares of pine 


rorests snow signs Oot Gamage. 


4 * - 


Half of Bavaria'’s forests, an area covering 2.5 million hectares, have been 

"damaged to some extent.'' Heavy damage affects 10 percent. “More than one- 

third of all the forests in the entire FRG--7.3 million hectares--show 
mptoms of damage, one-tenth shows heavy damage. In Lower Saxony it is 


said to be almost 14 percent. And the most frightening example is reported 
2 


to be in the GDR: In the Erz mountains a 170,000-hectare area of forest 1s 


In the meantime research activities have started everywnere, but no con- 
clusive results have been reached. In addition to climatic influences, the 
auses definitely are air pollution with sulphur dioxide, nitric oxides, 

yzone, dust particles and heavy metals from industry, automobiles and hove 
he : In this connection acid soil is mentioned as one of the pr 
‘auses, although recently incidents of damage have also been disco\ on 

l in the Bavarian Alps. The impending Bundestag elections ap,urently 

led to the fact that the dying of trees, whicn to date has caused damages 
amounting to DM 3 billion, has become an important political item--certainly 


step in the direction of overdue therapy. 








FINLAND 


GOVEKNMENT DECIDES TO LOWER LEAD CONTENT OF GASOLINE 


flelsinki HELSINGIN SANOMAT in Finnish 28 Jan 83 p 11 


rticle: "Cabinet Decides to Decrease Lead Content of Gasoline; Use of new 
l Delayed Several Years" ] 
at}; he shift to the use of low lead content gasoline will take place in 
in}and gradually after the midpoint of the 1980's. The Cabinet reached the 
decision on che limits of lead content in gasoline on 27 January 1983. 
decision decreases the lead content to 0.15 grams per liter from the 
present content of O 


-4 grams per liter. Health considerations are given as 


specifications are needed before the production and marketing of 
oletely leadtree gasoline can be undertaken. These will be forthcomin 

z 

lLlution control committee to be established shortly. 


et decision goes into effect on 1 January 1985, but the limitation 
1 th i content of gasoline does not go into force until 1 January 1986. 
rai DenZene 


content of gasoline is also limited on the same date to 5 percent. 
itation applies also to imported gasoline. 


ible added costs are involved in the lowering of the lead content of 


li For the Neste Oy refinery at Naantali this will mean an additional 
‘sstment of 150 to 200 million markkas. 


,Aie qq 
2G01it1 


, the production of low-lead gasoline requires 2 percent more crude 
than the production of the present type. When converted into cost figures, 
tors add from 60 to 8 pennis per liter/100 pennis=l markka/to the price 


4 ara ine. 


ct 


issumes that the added costs will be included in consumer prices. 
under discussion is whether the Neste Oy itself will be able to 
‘ide the additional investment, or whether state funding will be required. 


low-lead gasoline will reach consumer service stations only gradually, because 
isting supplies 


in Finland will last a year beyond the date at which the 
low-lead gasoline is begun. 


= 


fu tion ‘om 
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The shift to the use of low-lead gasoline is justified on the basis of health 
onsiderations. Lead is one of the most poisonous of elements. Its eftects 
include changes in the composition of the red blood cells, weakening in the 
formation of hemoylobin, and distrubances in the behavior and learning abilities 


Ty ‘thildren. 


Presently lead concentrations in Finland have been noted to be of a fairly low 
rder, but certain children's playgrounds, in Helsinki at least, have been noted 
have dangerous lead levels. 
The lowering of the lead content of gasoline is justified in the Cabinet on the 
basis of long-term hazards. On the basis of health and general biological 
reasons, the exposure of people, particularly of children and expectant mothers, 
to lead contamination must be reduced to the least possible amount, in the 
ninion of the Cabinet. 


mpression Requires Lead 


(ead is added to gasoline as a motor fuel in order to improve the compression 
jualities. This ability to withstand compression is measured by the octane 


rating. Lead acts also as a lubricant in the valves. 
(ihe lead content of gasoline has been reduced to 0.15 grams per liter in many 


west European countries, including Sweden, Norway, Denmark, Austria, 
witzerland, the German Federal Republic, Britain, Greece, and the Netherlands. 
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ALR POLLUTION FORCES TRAFFIC, INDUSTRIAL CUTBACK 


ANGUAKDIA in Spanish 28 Jan 83 p 1/7 


ext/ The yradual increase in air pollution in metropoli- 
in Barcelona h caused the city councils to publish and en- 
resolutions in an attempt to control the pollution. 
services of the ditferent hospitals are filled 
verflowiny with the large number of persons suffering 


respiratory ailments. 


igainst air pollution is being coordinated by the Corporation of 
rcelona. Minimal results in improving the severe environmental 
1 be achieved only by joint action on the part of all the city 
ircelona's industrial belt. What has traditionally been done-- 
uncil impose whatever measures to combat pollution without the 
itv's doing the same thing at the same time--does no good at all. 
| activities are all being directed by the Metropolitan Corpora- 


tu 


levels of pollution were considerably increased with respect to 
Barcelona's air contained more smoke and sulfur 
The worst air quality was recorded in 


led on Wednesday. 
! + hous earlier. 
where the amount of smoke and SO9 suspended in the air had shown a 
‘ase. fhe same phenomenon was recorded in Badalona, Sant Adria, 
1 and l'Hospitalet. From the point of view of climatic conditions 
rence from preceding days was that yesterday temperatures reached 
levels. At 1300 hours the temperature was at 19° in Lesseps Square 
sabadell. This warming of the lower strata of the atmosphere 
ic thermal inversion (which is, by definition, what makes it 
yr the environmental! pollution to ascend to the highest levels 
sphere and settle at a level estimated at 400 meters. Furthermore, 
the official report, forecasts indicate that the anticyclone is 
Slowly but it is not likely that substantial changes will occur 


re will be very strong winds to bring about appreciable clearing. 


r 


these occasions, public health is suffering the consequences 
tion. Yesterday the facilities of the Clinical Hospital were 
ipacityv, especially the emeryency services. The hospital management 
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r Od «t" 
the deterioration of atmospheric conditions, most of the itv coun 
etropolitan area have drawn up antipollution reyulations which 
etfect an irely will do so. In the case ot Barcelona, Mayor 
ill oh rdered that if the rates of pollution change for the 
in potential polluters will be required to use fuels with a lov. 
ntaminants, urs of heating will be restricted and a transport 
lan will be put into effect to revulate the use of motor vehicle: 
t Barcelona are requested to use public transport, cut down on 
ind avoid any activity that may adversely attect atmospheri¢ 
t, accordiny to intormation reported by our correspondent Miguel 
Municipal unc j for Ecology and the Fnvironment will] keep a ve 
er torie ind other yurce ol polluti m located inside t 
\ mn the ise of Bar elona, they request that he resident 
ir is dit e as possible. in the Torrasa di.trict ot 
t 6th ( mneil ha decreed a state it alert. ur <¢ re 
er informs us that the parking of heavy vehicles on M 
reets | une prohibited and that double parking will | 
ri | | increases a state of vivilance will be reed. 
Sure il mticipated in sabadell. 
re Die hart de in the mun ipal yovernment iim especial 
tion caused by industry. In the ise of the ther 
el ive between Badalona, t Adria and Barcelona, t 
luce their output and t e fuel msing Le 
an t t t thi erat 
eotl wet is been ordere lifferent part Cine | 
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mstant, 


TV) T ge . 
Nntcers.e 


Es "the 
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ulation to retrain from presentiny le t ve tC the cenle 
‘Tl cases. [The rate of admission was mstant thir iyhout 
led the capacity of the available facilities. The personne! 
ir efforts. Most of the patients admitted were suffering 
and pulmonary complaints. On the same t t, the directors 
ces at Saint Paul's Hospital declared to LA VANGUARDIA 
t vere full clear up to their ears, although the services 
ed."' The rate of medical assistance in the Del Mar Hospit 
eVen though it did reach the tigures of the two above-cited 


the health 
visible 


' ’ . 
tie 


In Sabadell, according to Dr 
number of citizens needing hospital 


ilt breathing has o the pollution.’ 


Jose Maria } lans, 


Care with 


increased due t 


hen the La Salud Clinic also ceased tuo function as a 
atients who entered due to the influenza epidemic at- 
itv. For De Plans, the current outbreak ot tlu is 

Nn several vears. The Bellvitge Residency did not escape tt 

Mateu Serra, our correspondent in Baix Llobrepat, info 
tt consultations by patients with respiratory illnesses 

increase without causing the emervency services to collapse 








silbao ar even from France. CAMPS ‘Leasing Company ot! the 
poli, Inec./ is watching over the storage ot nonpolluting tuel 
rovide t aS soon as necessary. The Metropolitan Corporation ot 
formed this publication that "if conditicns do not improve 
easures will be progressively imposed until the rates ot pollution 
rCunl 
> OF env nmental deterioration has been seized upon for politi- 
Ramon Trius Fargas, catdidate of the Democratic Converyence otf 
the mavora yf Barcelona, has declared that "this is an 
lem, but the Socialists have been in the municipal government 
ilf year ind have done nothing to soive it." He added that he 
to be an alarmist bir* that pollution in Barcelona has arrived at 
of degradation that it endangered the very lives of the citizens. 
mncluded by winy that "the Socialists should concern themselves 
if t! recent and successful English experiments, amony other 








SWEDEN 


FIRMS REFUSE TO TAKE ON DANGEROUS JOB OF DIOXIN CLEAN-UP 
Stockholm DAGENS NYHETER in Swedish 17 Feb 83 p 46 


Bo Engzel{/ 


the disposal of barrels con- 


Skane! 


Kemi have been transported 
These shipments were handled by 


barrels of 


Artic le by 
[Text] Nobody wants to handle 
taining extremely dangerous poisons from the environmenta] 
scandal tactory TF Kemi in Teckomatorp, 
fhe barrels in question contain dioxin-—the same poison 
that spread fear and terror when it was released by an 
imiustrial firm in Seveso, Italy. 

ome of the barrels of dangerous poisons from BI 

it of the country and disposed of abroad. 

\KA About 


AIL O, a 


state- and municipal-owned firm. 


one thousand 


ison still remain in the area where BT Kemi once operated. The factory 


vas disposed by goverrmment 


‘ 
Ol 


authorities. 


erman firm is now supposed to pick up more than 600 of the poisonous 


4 LW st 
arrels. However, the Germans refuse to take on barrels containing dioxin. 

it poison is too dangerous; they want nothing to do with it. 
“ariier, East Germany also refused to handle this poison. East Germans had 
rizinally planned to dispose of all the poisons in the area, but later 

i ed their mind. 
eC, ow, more than 300 barrels of the so-called Seveso poison must re- 
tit the premis«e until SAKAB can arrange for a disposal site in Kvantorp 
ea’ re ’ 
In the future, SAKAB will use this site to destroy all of the most dangerous 
industrial isons in Sweden, including dioxins. However, experts have warned 
that cancer-producing substances may be released into the air when the dioxin 
is burned if the temperature within the furnaces drops. For that reason, 
ame ntinental firms have refused to take on the poisonous dioxin from 


k na rp . 
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‘tf tne BT Kemi are 


lose to 50 million kronor. 
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AEX LAL-SPRAYING LéAw PROPOSAL--—Municipalities will be allowed to ban aerial 
spraying of forests against leaf problems, according to a new zovernment la 
sal, which will go into effect 1 January 1984. There is now a g 
pan against aerial spraying, but provincial governments have been able to 
grant exemptions from year to year. In the opinicn of the government 
arrangement does not aliow municipalities or the forest industry to p 
the long term. There will continue to be a general ban against aerial spray- 
be granted by forestry boards it municipalities 
1 


Ing, Dut exemptions may 
} an was intro- 


ial spraying altogether. The permanent 
after a long and controversial debate on the issue. The 


law proposal is based on a compromise between the nonsocialist parties follow- 
ing a cative parliamentary debate in the fall of 1981. Up to now, 
] ae 


municipalities have only been consulted on the issue of aerial spraying. 
According to the new proposal, municipalities themselves can ban aerial 
aving. {Text/ (Stockholm SVENSKA DAGBLADET in Swedish Feb 83 p // 
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